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Tammy Gallant has moved from being a new believer to a 
deep faith in Christ in a very short time, in large part due to the 
death of her husband, Stephen, shortly after her conversion. 
Prior to his death, she was discipled weekly using the Life With 
God series. While her husband was often present in the home 
while she was being discipled, he showed no interest in Chris-
tianity. Gradually, Tammy shared what she had learned in the 
teaching time, and he began to help her look up many of the 
Scriptures in preparation for the next study. Finally he prayed the 
prayer of salvation with her just weeks before his death. 
Tammy shared the following testimony with the Orchard 
Creek congregation not long ago: 
Walking through the flames 
Stephen and I were married ten years and were blessed with 
three beautiful children. They were not easy years, but we loved 
each other and I knew that with God's help we would make it. 
You cannot imagine my shock when I found out we were not 
going to make it, at least not together in this life. 
The news came at 5 a.m., July 31,1992, with someone pound-
ing on the front door. I flew out of bed thinking it was Steve and 
that he had probably forgotten his house keys again and that he 
had better have a good reason why he was so late coming home. 
When I opened the door, there was Steve's brother, his broth-
er-in-law, his father, and two police officers. Before I could get 
the words out—"What's the matter?"—they told me Steve 
wasn't coming home anymore. I looked at Stephen's father for 
confirmation and the tears rolling down his cheeks answered my 
question. With all the noise going on, my two youngest children 
got up and someone told them what had happened. I then went 
downstairs to tell my oldest son, all the time wondering how 
would I explain this to him. When all was said and done I walked 
back upstairs and began praying like I had never prayed before. 
The next thing I knew, my mother and father were at the 
house trying to calm the children and comfort me, and hold 
themselves together. 
When I arrived at the funeral home, I was asked to go in 
alone first to view the body. This was particularly hard for me, 
Tammy Gallant and her 
children Geoffry (10), 
Amanda (8), and 
Nicholas (4) 
as Steve was the first 
dead person that I had 
ever seen, and with the 
brutality of the acci-
dent, I wasn't sure if I wanted to. All the while I prayed harder. 
He looked beautiful and I gave praises to the Lord for his 
mercy to me that day and for every day since. I said my goodbyes 
to Stephen, but through all the tears, I knew I was going to make 
it. I knew I was not going to be alone, because I remembered all 
the promises that Jesus gave us and had great comfort in know-
ing them. 
I can say that today I have no pain or sorrow and can tell you 
it is God's strength and love that saw me through those awful 
days. It is God's love and grace that has allowed me to come this 
far, because I knew that without him I would not be strong 
today. 
God gave me a brand new life and a brand new future. He has 
given me peace, strength, and happiness that I had never known 
before. God has given me a network of people who love me and 
whom I love. He has given me back my brother whom I hardly 
ever had seen in the last ten years. He has given me back my sis-
ter who has been with me through it all. 
God has left me in awe. Every day he shows me how much he 
loves me and everyday I tell him how much I love him. For the 
Lord God is my husband now and a father to my children. I lean 
on him for everything. And the harder I lean on him, the more 
God shows me he is with me. He is ever faithful and I would be 
lost without him. I give God all the glory for where I am today 
and where I will be tomorrow. For I know without a doubt, 
when I walked through those flames of difficulty, he was walk-
ing right there beside me. I know this is true because I came out 
of those flames without a mark or scar and for that I always will 
be thankful. 
It has not always been peaches and cream. There have been 
some major adjustments and decisions to make, but without the 
Lord Jesus Christ in my life it would have been a lot harder to 
deal with. There is great comfort in knowing that he is right here 
with me and that whatever I have to face I will never have to face 
it alone. He has proven to me 
1 over and over again that he will 
The old expression, "The barrel is empty," accurately describes 
our "Special People" file today. There are more than 20,000 
"Special People" alive and well in the Brethren in Christ Church, 
But it takes other "special people"—writers— 
a few minutes to write their stories. 
"Special People" profiles a wide variety of Brethren in Christ 
members from all walks of life. Articles should be typewritten, 
preferably 300-400 words, and must have the approval of the 
person being profiled. Please send a photo (which will be 
returned) with your article. Mail your article to: 
Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN 46550. 
get me through anything as 
long as I keep my eyes on him. 
Tammy Gallant was baptized in 
the fall of 1992 and is a charter 
member of the Orchard Creek Fel-
lowship, the Brethren in Christ 
Church in St. Catharines, Ontario. 
The article was submitted by Kath-
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In the battle over 
sin, Jesus Christ 
went to battle for us 
against the devil. 
And Jesus—our 
hero, our champion, 
our victor—defeated 
the devil. He defeat-
ed him in his resur-
rection from the 
dead. This is why 
the resurrection of 
Jesus is referred to 
as a victory—sin, 
death, and the devil 
have been defeated. 
Clinton Duffy, who served as 
warden of San Quentin Prison, tells 
the story of a convict from death 
row who was brought to his office. 
"Warden, what happens tomor-
row...after I...I...?" The warden 
knew he was trying to say, "After I 
die." Thinking that he was worried 
about what they would do with his 
body the warden said: "Don't worry 
about that—the government has it 
all arranged." 
"Yes, I know that," said the con-
vict with a strange, fixed smile. 
"What I want to know is where do I 
go when it's over? Is there a life 
after death? The men up there on 
death row talk about this all the 
time. What do you think?" 
The warden then asks the reader: 
"What would you tell a man who 
has no God—a man without a 
church, who has turned the chap-
lains away?" Then he adds: "The 
real fear of these men on death row 
is fear of the unknown." 
All sane men and women have 
some fear of death. This fear is as 
old as life itself. In the dim begin-
nings of history, we find people 
recoiling from the dark mystery of 
the grave. The Persians, the Greeks, 
the Romans—all of them knew the 
fear of death. 
"The fear of death is a universal 
fear," writes Elizabeth Kubler-Ross. 
For you see, none of us is exempt 
from death. There is not one of us 
reading this article who will not one 
day die. Although the number of 
deaths in the world may fluctuate 
widely from one year to the next, a 
rough estimate would be that about 
60 million people die each year, that 
is about 2 people every second. 
Death is universal. 
But what is the cause of death? 
Now I don't mean the manner in 
which someone dies, such as a car 
accident or an incurable disease. 
Take it deeper...why do people die? 
Romans 5:12 tells us that sin is the 
cause of death. When God placed 
Adam and Eve in the Garden of 
Eden, he gave them freedom to eat 
from any tree in the garden...except 
one. And regarding that tree God 
said, "You must not eat from the 
tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil, for when you eat of it you will 
surely die." But they disobeyed God 
and ate from that tree. It is because 
the sin of Adam and Eve that death 
exists. But before we blame Adam 
and Eve for bringing death upon us, 
may I remind us that each one of us 
participates in their sin every time 




by Greg Deardorff 
We are slaves to our fears. Did 
you realize that? John Madden, for-
mer coach of the Oakland Raiders 
and presently a football analyst on 
TV, is afraid to fly on an airplane. 
He is a slave to his fear of flying. 
While everyone else flies to the 
games, he takes a train, which takes 
much longer. The fear of flying has 
such a grip on him that he is in 
bondage to it. 
Hebrews 2:15 speaks about the 
slavery of death being fear. Those 
who are afraid of death have been 
held in slavery all of their lives 
because of this fear. Whatever our 
fears are—claustrophobia, 
hydrophobia, agoraphobia—we are 
slaves to them, for whenever possi-
ble we will not allow ourselves to 
face them. Rather, we avoid them. 
It is understandable that we don't 
want to die. A little boy wrote the 
following letter to God: "Dear God, 
what is it like when you die? 
Nobody will tell me. I just want to 
know, I don't want to do it. Your 
friend, Mike." 
If we are honest with ourselves, 
when we avoid dealing with the 
issue of death we are in a state of 
denial. Woody Allen once said, "It's 
not that I'm afraid to die. I just don't 
want to be there when it happens." 
When we distance our-
selves from death and 
mourning, we are 
attempting to avoid 
death by denying its 
reality. 
A closed casket at a 
funeral increases our 
fear of death. In our fail-
ing to face it visually, we 
create a mystery sur-
rounding death. None of 
us likes to think about 
death, but if we are 
unwilling to think or talk 
about death, then we are 
afraid of death. 
Jesus told his disci-
ples in Matthew 16:21-
23 that "he must go to 
Jerusalem and suffer 
many things and that he 
must be killed." The 
apostle Peter took Jesus 
aside and began to rebuke Jesus, 
saying, "Never, Lord! This shall 
never happen to you!" Peter was try-
ing to avoid the coming death of 
Jesus by denying it. 
Our advances in science and 
medical technology, which extend 
life, contribute at the same time to 
the denial of death. We tend to think 
that today there should be a cure for 
everything. This mentality reveals a 
desire to "cheat death," a form of 
denying death and in some ways 
reveals our fear of death. 
Why do we fear death? I believe 
there are three main reasons. First is 
an unhealthy dealing with death ear-
lier in life. For example, a child who 
was not permitted to see her or his 
deceased parent/relative/friend was 
never given the opportunity to 
grieve in a proper way. Some well-
meaning adults wanted to protect 
them from facing death, but in so 
doing have done them more harm 
than good. Later in life there is the 
tendency to continue to avoid death, 
to deny it. 
Or we may have told a child, 
"God loved your Mommy so much 
that he took her to heaven to be with 
him." Comments like these cause 
children to develop improper under-
standings of God, for in the mind of 
a child that means that God took my 
mommy, whom I loved and needed, 
away from me. The result is that the 
child grows up thinking of God as 
an ogre, an old man who steals the 
very thing I love. Because death was 
described as God taking his or her 
parent, the child grows up with an 
unhealthy understanding of God and 
quite frequently a fear of death. 
A second reason for the fear of 
death is the mystery surrounding 
death. Gary Collins, professor of 
psychology at Purdue University, 
writes, "For many there is a fear of 
death itself and a painful uncertainty 
about the existence or nonexistence 
of life after death." Death is cloaked 
in mystery and uncertainty. It is not 
something that is experienced and 
then talked about, with the excep-
tion of a few cases where a person 
was declared legally dead and tells 
of their experience during those 
moments. And we are intensely 
interested about those out-of-body 
experiences, whether we believe 
them or not, because there is an ele-
ment of the unknown that piques our 
curiosity. 
There is also the mystery, the 
uncertainty of our loved ones who 
will continue to live after our death. 
Who will care for them? Will they 
remarry? How will they die? Uncer-
tainties, things which the dying per-
son will have no control over, are 
reasons for fear of death. 
A third reason for the fear of 
death is having no hope beyond this 
life. Indeed, there is no hope beyond 
this life for the person who has no 
religious beliefs or convictions. 
Revelation 21:8 says, "The coward-
ly, the unbelieving, the vile, the 
murderers, the sexually immoral, 
those who practice magic arts, the 
idolaters and all liars—their place 
will be in the fiery lake of burning 
sulphur. This is the second death." 
Psalm 49 talks about the hope-
lessness of those who trust in 
money, strength, wisdom, and them-
selves. "Their tombs will remain 
their houses forever, their dwellings 
for endless generations, though they 
had named lands after themselves." 
continued on the next page 
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Hear the last words of some peo-
ple who died without hope: 
Philip III of Spain cried out, "Oh, 
would to God I had never reigned! 
Oh that those years I have spent in 
my kingdom I had lived a solitary 
life in the wilderness! Oh that I had 
lived alone with God! How much 
more secure should I now have 
died! What doth all my glory profit, 
but that I have so much the more 
torment in my death." 
The last words of Charles IX, 
who ordered the massacre on St. 
Bartholomew's day were, "What 
blood! What murders! I know not 
where I am. How will all this end? 
What shall I do? I am lost forever. I 
know it." 
Svetlana Stalin described the 
death of her father, Joseph Stalin, 
like this: "My father died a difficult 
You poured your blood on 
Calvary 
From sin and guilt to make 
me free. 
We pour the wine from time 
to time 
Your mighty act to keep in 
mind. 
I pour the water in the bowl 
And wash your feet with love 
the goal. 
I pour my service at your feet 
O blessed master, make me 
meet. 
- Cora E. Walters 
and terrible death.... God grants an 
easy death only to the just.... At 
what seemed the very last moment 
he suddenly opened his eyes and 
cast a glance over everyone in the 
room. It was a terrible glance, 
insane or perhaps angry and full of 
fear of death.... Then he lifted his 
left hand as though he were pointing 
to something above and bringing 
down a curse on us all. The gesture 
was full of menace.... The next 
moment...the spirit wrenched itself 
free of the flesh." 
If you have no hope beyond this 
life, then you had better be afraid of 
death, because death without hope is 
a thing to be dreaded. I can think of 
nothing worse than to die without 
hope. 
But there is one way to remove 
the fear of death for the hopeless. 
And that is through faith in Jesus 
Christ. Romans 8:1-2 tells of those 
who are "in" Christ Jesus, those 
who trust in Jesus Christ and have 
been set free from the law of sin and 
death. 
In Hebrews 2:14-15 we see Jesus 
destroyed him who holds the power 
of death; that is, the devil. This 
destruction of the devil brings free-
dom from the slavery of the fear of 
death. 
How did Jesus do this? Jesus 
defeated death by dying—going into 
death, going through death—and 
coming out on the other side of 
death alive! Jesus defeated death by 
his resurrection from the dead. 
There is no way for humanity to 
win this victory over death by our 
own doing. We are guaranteed 
losers. 
In the ancient world before the 
time of the Bronze Age, opposing 
commanders would agree in 
advance to settle a military issue 
with the outcome of a contest 
between one or more champions 
from each side. Thus, rather than 
risk having many men killed, each 
army would send out their champion 
warrior to do battle. We see this in 
the biblical account of David and 
Goliath. When David killed Goliath, 
the Israelites were declared the win-
ners over the Philistines. 
In the battle over sin, Jesus Christ 
went to battle for us against the 
devil. And Jesus—our hero, our 
champion, our victor—defeated the 
devil. He defeated him in his resur-
rection from the dead. This is why 
the resurrection of Jesus is referred 
to as a victory—sin, death, and the 
devil have been defeated. 
Jesus' death also freed us from 
the slavery of the fear of death. 
Death and the fear of death have 
been removed for every person who 
believes that Jesus died in their 
place to forgive them for their sin 
and to receive the penalty due them 
for their sin in His death and resur-
rection. Believing means not only 
accepting intellectually—even the 
devil does that—but also trusting in 
one's heart, which means turning 
away from being a slave to our own 
desires and beginning to live the 
way Jesus wants us to live. 
D.L. Moody, the great evangelist 
of a century ago, said just before his 
death, "Someday you will read in 
the papers that D.L. Moody of 
Northfield is dead. Don't you 
believe a word of it. At that moment 
I shall be more alive than I am now. 
I shall have gone higher, that is 
all—out of this old clay tenement 
into a house that is immortal, a body 
that sin cannot touch, that sin cannot 
taint, a body fashioned into his glo-
rious body. I was born in the flesh in 
1837; I was born of the Spirit in 
1856. That which is born of the 
flesh may die; that which is born of 
the Spirit will live forever." 
And then his last words on his 
deathbed were these: "Earth 
recedes. Heaven opens before me. If 
this is death, it is sweet! There is no 
valley here. God is calling me and I 
must go." 
His son said, "No, no, father, you 
are dreaming." 
"No," said Moody, "I am not 
dreaming; I have been within the 
gates; I have seen the children's 
faces....This is my triumph; this my 
coronation day! It is glorious!" 
Greg Deardorff pastors the Falls View 





Was he only a pawn 
of fate, a victim of 
circumstance ? 
Are we? 
by Kenneth Gibble 
c 'ONSIDER Pontius Pilate. 
What we know of him isn't 
much. From Josephus, Jewish histo-
rian of the first century A.D., we 
learn that he served as Roman 
procurator of Judea during the years 
26(?)-36(?). His years in office 
would indicate he did a reasonably 
good job; most of his predecessors 
and successors didn't last that long. 
Josephus says further that on one 
occasion Pilate used military force 
to put down a Jewish protest. It was 
this retaliation that stirred up 
enough furor to have him recalled to 
Rome. 
But it is not for these details that 
we remember Pilate. Our interest 
focuses on one day, a day that stands 
in the middle of time itself. We see a 
beaten, solitary figure standing 
before Pilate, and we wonder: What 
is going through Pilate's mind? 
Does he have any idea of who this 
Galilean rabbi is? Why did he make 
April 1994 
an attempt to set Jesus free? Was it 
because he was frightened by his 
wife's dream? Or was Pilate simply 
a pawn of fate? 
We cannot know the answers to 
these questions, of course, but each 
generation of Christians asks them. 
And there is a reason the questions 
keep getting asked, a reason rooted 
in the humanity we share with Pilate 
and the doubts we have about our 
decisions, and the dreams that haunt 
our sleep. We wonder not because 
we care that much about Pilate, but 
because we care about ourselves, 
and we wonder whether, at the last, 
we are not also a pawn of fate, of 
life itself. 
There was no answer for Pilate 
either, if indeed he asked himself 
that question when Jesus stood in 
front of him with a ribbon or two of 
blood trickling down his bruised 
cheeks. But maybe Pilate didn't ask 
it then because he didn't know this 
Jew from Moses, and anyway, it was 
part of the unpleasantness of his job 
to head off trouble at the pass. 
What Pilate can't figure out is 
why these Jews don't just settle 
down and let the Romans run the 
show for a while. Why do they insist 
on taking their religion so seriously? 
He looks at the silent prisoner who 
stands with his hands tied in front of 
him. 
"Are you the king of the Jews?" 
Pilate wears an ill-concealed sneer. 
Silence. Pilate's stomach tightens 
and he notices, to his great disgust, 
that his voice sounds a little too 
shrill when he asks his next ques-
tion: "Don't you hear what 
these...people...[he gestures with a 
contemptuous wave of his hand] are 
accusing you of?" The wretched fig-
ure in front of him sways on his feet 
ever so slightly, but says not a word. 
And now Pilate sees the whole 
thing, sees the ravenous look on the 
face of the accusers, and 
he knows they want this 
upcountry rabbi lynched, 
for heaven knows what 
reason, and that they won't 
take "No" for an answer. 
And he sees, too, that their 
charges are trumped-up. 
There's not one to speak 
on his behalf, and he won't 
say a word to defend him-
self. 
For all his political 
moxie, Pilate is blessed, or 
cursed, with two traits that 
keep him from sleeping nights. One 
is a conscience. He is a Roman; he 
believes in law and justice. What's 
right is right. And what's wrong is 
dragging some poor soul in here 
who's had the bad judgment to make 
enemies of men who play for keeps. 
Pilate curses his Roman conscience; 
how much easier to do his job with-
out it! And had he been aware of it, 
he might also have cursed the other 
trait that gets him into trouble—his 
obstinacy. He doesn't like to be 
pushed around. 
Maybe there is a way out. He'll 
release the prisoner in keeping with 
a custom invented years back by a 
predecessor who had a good eye for 
public relations. But it doesn't work; 
the growing mob insists on their 
option: Release the murderous radi-
cal Barabbas, instead of Jesus, they 
demand. And now Pilate feels the 
perspiration gathering on his upper 
lip. Things are getting tight. And a 
voice inside his head asks at last, 
"Why me?" Or maybe the voice is 
saying, "Woe is me!" which, when 
you think about it, is pretty much 
the same thing. 
One way or the other is exactly 
the choice he has, Pilate knows. One 
way is to play it smart, to do the 
expedient thing, let them have their 
pound of flesh from this Galilean 
nobody who'll be forgotten inside of 
three weeks. No skin off my back, 
Pilate tells himself. It is an unfortu-
nate choice of imagery, for it 
reminds him of the sounds of flog-
ging he had heard not long before. 
He looks again at the man whose 
life rests in his hands. 
It's true, of course, that part of life 
is what happens to us. But the 
other part is also true—to some 
extent we become what we choose 
to become. It's faith that saves us, 
in the end. Faith that our choices 
are not just leaps into the dark, 
but into the everlasting arms. 
The other way—defy these jack-
als in the name of conscience or 
obstinacy—do the right thing, save 
the prisoner's neck, and maybe his 
own soul in the bargain. The price— 
quite possibly recall to Rome to face 
disgrace. 
Half to himself, half to those who 
stand waiting, Pilate asks, "What 
shall I do with this Jesus?" And the 
answer storms his ears, "Let him be 
crucified!" 
So Pilate makes his decision. And 
the question comes again: Was 
Pilate a victim of the times, the cir-
cumstances, a pawn of fate itself? 
Or doesn't that plea hold up? Was 
he, rather, a man who chose wrong? 
Take your pick—it's one way or the 
other. 
But before you choose, take one 
final look at the Roman procurator. 
See Pilate standing in front of the 
crowd. He has called for water, and 
as it is poured out. he washes his 
hands and cries, "I am innocent of 
this man's blood; see to it your-
selves." And now, look away quick-
ly, for it is an embarrassing sight. 
Such a pathetic, futile gesture. But, 
of course, Pilate could not know he 
would be remembered thus through 
the ages. And if he really believed 
he had no choice in the matter, why 
then the water and why the washing 
of hands? 
Deep down, Pilate knew it was no 
good. His hands would never be 
clean, any more than his conscience 
would. And at night, wakened by 
one of his wife's bad dreams, Pilate 
would see that forlorn figure stand-
ing in front of him again. And Pilate 
would know that there are 
choices that can never be 
unmade. It was not that the 
death of Jesus was depen-
dent on Pontius Pilate. In 
fact, the death Pilate 
caused was not our Lord's 
death; it was his own 
death, his own soul's 
death. 
But we shed no tears for 
Pilate. It's ourselves we 
worry about. We ask, 
"How free am 1? My body, 
with its limitations and its 
susceptibility to heart disease or 
high blood pressure or cancer, is 
determined by heredity. My psyche 
has been conditioned by the way my 
parents treated me in my early 
years. I am controlled by eco-
nomics, by politicians, by half a 
hundred other factors I am helpless 
to change. / am Victim. / am Pawn! 
And, of course, that is one way to 
think of it. 
But there is the other way. It 
means acknowledging certain unde-
niable limitations we face, but nev-
ertheless accepting the burden of 
human freedom. It means hearing 
the beat of a different drummer, and 
marching to it. It means making 
choices, even when the right 
answers are far from clear. It may 
mean accepting the role, not of 
procurator, but of the crucified. It 
means recognizing that some deci-
sions mean we can't go back again. 
It's true, of course, that part of 
life is what happens to us. But the 
other part is also true—to some 
extent we become what we choose 
to become. It is faith that saves us, 
in the end. Faith that our choices are 
not just leaps into the dark, but into 
the everlasting arms. It is faith that 
teaches us we were destined to be 
more than victim, more than pawn, 
nothing less than free men and 
women. And it is faith, too, that 
assures us that Christ himself made 
the free choice to come to us in 
love, and that in this coming, God 
himself was present and is present, 
reconciling the world to himself. 
Kenneth Gibble is a free-lance writer liv-
ing in Arlington, Virginia. 





by Harriet Sider Bicksler 
In December 1992, I had my first 
opportunity to be part of the produc-
tion of a video. Mike Hostetler, a 
video producer who has done other 
work for MCC, and I traveled to 
Zambia to document the results of 
MCC's relief efforts there and how 
the church responded when severe 
drought threatened many lives last 
year. 
During the 12 days we were in 
Zambia, we filmed and interviewed in 
Lusaka (the capital city), Choma (the 
headquarters for the Brethren in 
Christ Church in Zambia, and at 
Macha and Sikalongo Missions and 
the surrounding area. Because I was 
new to the video-making process, I 
thought a lot about what actually goes 
into creating a finished product. I took 
pictures of my own and kept a run-
ning mental tally of events and issues 
that illustrated the process. 
• We were walking back to the vil-
lage from the field where we had 
filmed some planting and interviewed 
a farmer and his wife. Suddenly Mike 
stopped at some wildflowers along 
the path, lay down on the ground on 
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his stomach and shot some footage 
of the flowers. When he had finished, 
he rewound the video tape and 
showed it to the farmer and local pas-
tor who were walking with us. "Ah, 
ah, ah, ah," they both said, "you've 
made our country so beautiful." 
• There had been rain—most wel-
come in a drought-stricken country— 
and while it continued to sprinkle 
lightly and the sun was beginning to 
shine through the still-stormy clouds, 
a rainbow appeared in the sky. This 
was no minor rainbow, but a full dou-
ble rainbow arched completely across 
the late afternoon African sky. As 
several of us were standing around 
"oohing and aahing," Mike grabbed 
his video camera and tripod and head-
ed out across the field to try to capture 
the sight on video. 
• Throughout our time in Zambia, 
the issue of AIDS kind of hung in the 
air. We weren't there to study AIDS, 
but in a country where 25-30 percent 
are estimated to be HrV+, and at least 
50 percent of deaths at the University 
Teaching Hospital in Lusaka are said 
to be AIDS-related, we could hardly 
avoid the topic. Mike wanted to get 
some footage of the funeral of an 
AIDS patient. 
With the help of the MCC country 
rep in Zambia, we approached a Zam-
bian pastor about going to a funeral. 
That didn't work out, so as the next 
best thing we went to the Lusaka city 
cemetery where dozens of funeral 
processions wend their way daily 
from the hospital. Again, Mike 
grabbed his video equipment and 
tramped out over the cemetery to film 
gravedigging and funeral processions. 
He really wanted to get closer so that 
he could also audio-tape some of the 
wailing and singing. The country rep 
was extremely reluctant to do so 
because (1) the police might inter-
vene and his ongoing work in Zambia 
might be jeopardized, and (2) it felt 
like an invasion of privacy and cul-
tural traditions. 
• The missionary doctor at Macha 
Hospital wanted to show us the work 
he does with malnourished children, 
so we went to the pediatric ward. Two 
of the babies were suffering from 
severe malnutrition—when the doctor 
Mike tries to capture "up close and per-
sonal" the beauty of Zambian wildflow-
ers. 
took their diapers down, we could see 
skinny legs and shriveled skin. The 
doctor described their condition and 
their slim chance of survival. I quick-
ly took a snapshot of each child while 
Mike panned the video camera across 
each baby's emaciated body. Over in 
the corner a wide-eyed little girl sat 
up straight on her mother's lap. Tak-
ing her picture felt good because, as 
the doctor explained, she was well on 
the way to recovery. 
These vignettes illustrate some of 
the interesting dynamics of making a 
video which will tell the whole story 
effectively and respect the dignity of 
indigenous peoples and cultures. As 
someone who often stood on the side-
lines watching the process of filming, 
I identified a number of interesting 
issues. 
The clash between technology and 
underdeveloped culture: 
I felt a clear sense of incongruity 
between the high level of technology 
represented by the video camera and 
the cattle-drawn or human-driven 
plows which prepared Zambian fields 
for planting by hand. On the several 
occasions when Mike rewound the 
video tape and allowed his subjects to 
view themselves on tape, there was 
amazement at the wonders of video 
technology and at seeing themselves 
"perform." 
When we did interviews in vil-
lages, a small crowd often gathered to 
watch. Of course, the video camera 
needed electricity (by way of batter-
ies), and sometimes Mike had to cut 
filming short because the batteries ran 
out and there was no immediate 
source of electricity for recharging 
them. 
The "occupational hazards" of 
filming: 
I was surprised to learn that film-
ing is not easily done when it is 
windy, or even when there is a breeze 
blowing. I didn't fully understand 
why Mike would suddenly stop an 
interview midstream (just when I 
thought things were getting good!), 
complaining about the wind, until I 
listened on the headphones and heard 
the very loud noise which a slight 
breeze makes. 
"The Doubled Harvest," a 16-minute video, looks at the Zambian 
Brethren in Christ Church's ministry when drought caused almost total 
crop failure in southern Zambia. The video shows how MCC, the Zam-
bian church, government, and private agencies provided emergency food 
and seeds. It also tells of food-for-work programs, efforts to address root 
causes of hunger, and how people found a home and hope in the church. 
To arrange a free loan of the video, contact Brethren in Christ World 
Missions, P.O. Box 390, Grantham, PA 17027-0390, phone (717) 697-
2634; MCC, P.O. Box 500, Akron, PA 17501-0500, phone (717) 859-
1151; or MCC Canada, 134 Plaza Drive, Winnipeg, MB R3T 5K9, phone 
(204) 261-6381. For a personal copy of the video, send a suggested dona-
tion of $20 U.S. to MCC in Akron, Pa. 
The need for lots and lots of 
footage for one short video: 
We filmed many interviews—with 
farmers, pastors, the bishop, doctors, 
nurses, organization officials. We also 
filmed food and seed distribution, 
plowing and planting and cultivating 
in several different locations, women 
going about their daily chores in the 
village, church services, eating, 
socializing. But even that wasn't 
enough, and Mike spent time getting 
"panoramic," context-setting shots 
and thinking about what angles on the 
main story he was still missing. 
All told, he used up 12 hours of 
video tape in order to put together a 
16-minute finished product. Doing all 
this leaves lots of down time for 
observers and support personnel (like 
me and our pastor escort/translator). 
Sometimes I was able to use this time 
to engage people in conversation and 
gain a greater personal understanding 
of the people among whom we were 
doing our work, but sometimes I felt 
like the proverbial fifth wheel. 
The tension between getting pic-
tures which tell the whole story and 
exploiting people's pain in the pro-
cess: 
How can you adequately convey 
the truth about people's lives in a sit-
uation of drought (or war or oppres-
sion or poverty) without showing pic-
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tures of that truth? On the other hand, 
is it right to invade their privacy-as 
human beings in order to tell the story 
we want to tell? Is it possible to 
achieve the same results by focusing 
on their strengths as people, their abil-
ity to persevere despite overwhelming 
obstacles? Is there room for some of 
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Most of our time in Zambia did 
not confront us with this tension 
because our assignment was to tell a 
story of hope, and it was easy enough 
to find the hope. But the knowledge 
of the devastation AIDS is causing in 
Zambia and the fact that some people 
have in fact suffered from severe 
hunger and malnutrition because of 
the drought made it difficult to focus 
only on positive, hope-
ful, happy images and 
still tell a true story 
about Zambia. 
I thought about an 
incident in Brazil the 
year before when, 
while on another MCC 
trip, I visited a family 
living in a dirty hovel 
in Belo Jardim. I 
couldn't bring myself 
to take pictures that 
day because doing so 
felt invasive, exploit-
five, and insensitive, 
reducing suffering 
people to a tourist 
attraction. When I 
described my feelings 
Near Sikalongo, an 
elderly Zambian woman 
discovers how she looks 
on video 
We did a lengthy interview with Bishop 
Enock Shamapani which is featured in 
the video. Here Mike tapes a scene-set-
ting shot of the bishop walking. 
to our tour leader, he said, "Oh, I 
would have taken pictures." He 
wasn't being insensitive; he simply 
saw things differently. 
I was also reminded of the advice 
of a friend who works on children's 
mental health issues in state govern-
ment. When I was putting together a 
promotional piece for our denomina-
tional World Hunger Fund, the graph-
ic designer I had hired used a sketch 
of an emaciated, sad-looking child. 
My friend advised me to go back and 
ask for a different sketch, suggesting 
a general principle that it is better to 
picture people the way we want them 
to be after we've helped them. 
The final product from our trip to 
Zambia, a 16-minute video called 
"The Doubled Harvest," does indeed 
focus on positive images of strong, 
resilient and hopeful people looking 
beyond the drought to the possibilities 
of another year. It is a true picture of 
what we saw. 
You won't see malnourished 
babies or people dying of AIDS, how-
ever, which are also part of the truth 
in Zambia. You also won't see most 
of the truly wonderful footage Mike 
shot—that rainbow, the fields of new 
and healthy maize seedlings, a rural 
church choir singing to the accompa-
niment of drums. You won't hear the 
fascinating conversations we had or 
the many expressions of gratitude we 
were asked to convey to the church in 
North America. I wish we could share 
more of what we saw and heard than 
can be contained in such a short 
video! 
At one point, Mike and I toyed 
with the idea of calling the video, 
"Twalumba!" the Tonga word for 
"thank you." It is a word we heard a 
lot; it is also a word we learned to use 
a lot as we thanked the Zambian peo-
ple for allowing us to disrupt their 
routines so we could tell their story 
and for showing us such wonderful 
Zambia hospitality. • 
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A five-dollar 
beginning 
by E. Morris Sider 
"He manifested an ardent interest 
in all the affairs of the church." These 
words of praise were spoken of Jacob 
E. Stauffer at the time of his death in 
1915. 
Jacob Stauffer is one of the minor 
legends of the Brethren in Christ 
Church. Little is known of him; his 
fame rests on one brief but far-reach-
ing act. 
He was born near Canton, Ohio, 
in 1835. As a youth he moved to the 
Newton area of Kansas. Still in his 
youth, he was converted and became 
a member of the Brethren in Christ 
Church, to which, as his obituary 
notes, he "remained a steadfast and 
loyal adherent." At the age of 40 he 
became an ordained minister in the 
church in Kansas. We are told that 
"his domestic relations were above 
reproach," and that "his personality 
was attractive and his friends numer-
ous and strongly attached [to him]." 
In 1894, at the age of 59, Stauffer 
attended General Conference, held 
that year in Kansas in the Bethel 
church. The Conference secretary, 
S.E. Graybill of Pennsylvania, 
described the Conference as "a very 
pleasant and helpful meeting and...of 
much profit to the church," and esti-
mated that it would go "out into the 
history of the church as one of the 
joyful events that were." 
That evaluation, in hindsight, was 
an understatement, for the General 
Conference of 1894 was one of the 
most momentous Conferences in 
Brethren in Christ history. 
This was an 
active General 
Conference. Its 
action faced in 
two directions— 
inward and outward. On one 
hand, the Brethren were clearly 
concerned to maintain historic 
practices and appearances. 
Conference reaffirmed its stand 
that members should not hold public 
office ("for fear of becoming involved 
in political strife, 
It was no accident that such a sub-
ject should come to this General Con-
ference. Nowhere in the church was 
enthusiasm for foreign missions as 
high as in Kansas. Kansas Brethren in 
Christ young people were attending 
the Hepzibah Faith Mission school in 
Iowa, a school whose twin foci were 
holiness and foreign missions. 
Recently Albert Nathan, a Christian 
Jew and missionary, 
A member of the faculty of Messiah Col-
lege, E. Morris Sider is Archivist for the 
Brethren in Christ Church. 
which is 
contrary to the faith of the 
church"). They decided that it was 
not consistent for members to remain 
seated or to keep their hats on during 
prayer when they attended the funer-
al of relatives. They concluded that a 
member could not hold an office in 
the church if he "wears his hair close-
ly shingled." And they upheld an ear-
lier ruling forbidding members to 
attend fairs, expositions, and "other 
places of worldly amusement." 
But the General Conference of that 
year was also outward looking, par-
ticularly in encouraging a growing 
interest in evangelism and missions. 
Members of Conference decided to 
continue its mission work recently 
begun at Carland, Michigan, and in 
Paulding County, Ohio, and they 
agreed to found a mission in Chicago 
as soon as possible. Several ministers 
were designated to engage in evan-
gelistic work. And everyone thought 
that "more effectual [mission] work 
should be done this Conference year." 
But action on foreign mission work 
would give this General Conference a 
special claim to Brethren in Christ 
fame. 
had 
conducted meetings in 
Abilene for the World's Gospel 
Union, a missionary society. Rhoda 
Lee, who had recently joined the 
Brethren in Christ, with other mem-
bers attended these meetings. They 
became convinced that the Brethren 
in Christ, to be true to who they were, 
must begin foreign missionary work. 
General Conference in 1894 
became the convenient platform for 
Rhoda Lee to sound her message. 
With the background of growing 
interest in Kansas in foreign missions, 
and with much discussion during the 
Conference on home missions, she 
presented a paper to the Conference 
body on the last day of business. 
She ended with a strong emotional 
appeal. "Oh may I dare to hope that a 
missionary fund may be started and a 
systematic method of foreign work 
organized, and that each of us will 
practice economy and self-denial to 
swell the fund? 'The King's business 
requires haste,' and may God speed 
the time when I 'hear a rumor from 
the Lord that an ambassador is sent 
among the heathen.'" 
This was pointed language, a bold 
appeal. As if overwhelmed by Rhoda 
12 Evangelical Visitor 
Lee's words, General Conference 
took no immediate action. 
But Jacob Stauffer could not allow 
the challenge to go unanswered. In 
surely one of the more significant acts 
in our church history, he walked to 
the Conference table where he pre-
sented the officers with a five-dollar 
bill, declaring that it was to be used to 
begin a fund for foreign mission 
work. 
Obviously overjoyed, Rhoda Lee 
seized the opportunity provided by 
Stauffer's dramatic act. She picked 
up a man's hat and passed it through-
out the audience for money to add to 
Stauffer's five dollars. Conference 
members and others attending, John 
Forney of Kansas reported, "were 
spell-bound and no one had any 
remarks to make." 
Caught up in this unexpected 
enthusiasm, General Conference cre-
ated a Foreign Mission Fund and 
named Jacob Stauffer its treasurer. By 
the end of the day, $35 had been 
received into the Fund. In the first 
issue of the Evangelical Visitor fol-
lowing the Conference, Editor Henry 
Davidson called on members 
throughout the church to send contri-
butions to Stauffer who would put the 
money "on interest in some safe place 
until enough is accumulated to estab-
lish a mission station in some foreign 
field." 
At the same time, Editor Davidson 
noted that mission work in its various 
phases was the leading subject dis-
cussed at General Conference. And 
this is how it should be, he added, 
because the great work of the church 
is to reach the unsaved throughout the 
world. 
The tribute paid to Jacob Stauffer 
in the Evangelical Visitor at the time 
of his death catches well the contri-
bution that he made to the church, 
especially to missions outside North 
America, in his dramatic act in 1894. 
In hindsight we may agree that the 
tribute is understated. "His memory 
abides as a benediction," the writer 
concluded. "He was a hearty, whole-
some, noble soul whose life has not 
been lived in vain." • 
A five-dollar 
challenge 
by A. Graybill Brubaker 
Consider what a great forest is set 
on fire by a small spark. (James 3:5) 
It was only five dollars—admit-
tedly of much greater value than 
today's five-dollar bill—but it put 
substance to a great speech, moved a 
General Conference and with it, a 
brotherhood. 
With the five dollars that Jacob 
Stauffer laid on the General Confer-
ence table in 1894, the task of the 
Brethren in Christ Church was 
focused. It was not the first statement 
of the task. The Lord had given that in 
the beginning: "Go into all the world 
and preach the gospel...." Until this 
speech and this five dollars the vision 
of the world had been limited by the 
nearest shores. Now the horizons had 
become the earth's curvature and had 
fled away till they met on the other 
side. 
Through its unique history God 
has given to the Brethren in Christ 
Church a deposit of truth which he 
expects us to preserve and propagate. 
The deposit is holiness and peace and 
the task is to 
share the trea-
sured deposit 
with all to 
whom God 
would send us. 
This the church has done 
through Brethren in Christ 
World Missions. While the truth 
of holiness is difficult to illus-
trate there are solid examples of 
the commitment to peace as in Zim-
babwe where the bishop of the 
Brethren in Christ Church led the 
heads of churches in bringing togeth-
er the warring factions and brought 
an end to factional killings. In Mo-
zambique the head of the newest 
Brethren in Christ Church has led the 
way in a similar move which we hope 
has a similar result. 
The "mother church," the Brethren 
in Christ in North America, is rela-
tively small. Even today it numbers 
not quite 22,000. Its children, spread 
into 18 countries and states around 
the world equal three times that num-
ber. These have not merely demon-
strated a commitment to the deposit 
of truth that God has given to the 
Brethren in Christ, they have also 
caught the vision of the task. The 
church in Zimbabwe is supporting 
mission work in neighboring Malawi. 
The church in Nicaragua participated 
with Brethren in Christ World Mis-
sions in founding the Brethren in 
Christ Church in Honduras. The 
Brethren in Christ Church in Japan 
continued on page 15 
Our current budgets seem to show that the 
boundaries are closing in on us. How 
soon till we are a small package all 
wrapped up in ourselves, irrelevant in a 
lost world and lacking the blessing of the 
Great Commissioner? 
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October 16, 1993—This was the day 
for the long-awaited trip to our newest 
area of ministry and one in which the 
church is growing rapidly. We drove five 
hours to reach the river, where we met the 
believers for a baptismal service. Church 
planter Jos6 Le6n, supervisor David 
Chavarria and Paul [Eberhard] worked 
together to "bury" five people in the fast-
flowing baptismal waters. The baptized 
then were told not to come back to this 
creek looking for that "old man" which 
had been buried there. 
We started out toward the place where 
we were going to spend the night and 
soon came to a bad mud hole.... With the 
help of approximately 20 people pushing 
and pulling, we were finally able to get 
unstuck. We did not try again to cross. 
Each bearing a load, a convoy of 
seven adults plus little Anna started on a 
45-minute journey up the steep hillside 
on foot. Some carried drinking water; 
others bore bags. But all wanted the 
honor of carrying the box of 32 Bibles we 
had brought to be distributed. 
Having recently been sick with colds 
and flu, we were quite tired and dizzy 
after our hike. Unfortunately there was 
time only to blow up Anna's air mattress 
and eat some supper before we had to 
strike out again for the church. 
This supposed 10-minute walk 
stretched to at least 20, all of which was 
through ankle-deep mud. Even with our 
flashlights it was not easy to decide 
where next to put our foot—although it 
really didn't make much difference; there 
were no good choices! 
Approximately 70 people were in the 
service that evening, some from each of 
the four Brethren in Christ churches in 
that area. The supervisor complied with 
our wishes that the service last only until 
9:00 p.m., as we were not feeling the best 
(services routinely go until 9:30, but for 
special occasions people like to stay until 
midnight or later!). One could say that 
there were five sermons during the 
evening: one planned message and four 
other impromptu words of exhortation. 
Paul was feeling very weak, but he lost 
that sense of weakness and his headache 
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when he got up to preach. I had the dubi-
ous joy of attempting to change a dirty 
diaper on the platform and then trying to 
find someplace to put it. When the service 
was over, you can guess what we had to 
look forward to: more mud. 
October 17, 1993—We spent the 
morning relaxing and visiting with our 
hosts before making our way back to the 
vehicle. 
After arriving at the town of Las Tro-
jes, Jose Leon and the other pastors went 
from house to house praying for all the 
sick people they could find. Paul joined 
them in visiting a house in which four 
people accepted the Lord. That evening in 
the service, another woman received 
Christ, and a backslidden pastor from the 
community spoke with Jose Leon about 
being reconciled to God. Another special 
event that evening was the presentation of 
my first children's story in Spanish. Jose 
Le6n, who had been scheduled to preach, 
thought the story was so good that he 
simply picked up where I left off and 
gave an invitation. This congregation is 
less than two months old and already 
there are 25 adult believers. 
No two trips are the same. Many of 
them involve walking, and this time of 
year many involve mud (rainy season 
lasts from April/May to October/Novem-
ber). There are often baptisms wherever 
we go, which is exciting. We never know 
just what to expect or what the arrange-
ments will be. But as we establish a pat-
tern there should be fewer unknowns. 
To do what we are here to do we need 
your consistent prayers: for continued 
spiritual growth for us personally; for 
safety as we travel; for good health; for 
wisdom in training others. Thank you so 
much for your encouragement through 
prayer. 
Servant leaders 
Bob Geiger—Bogotd, Colombia 
We have been called to undertake a 
great work here, but we desperately need 
your intercession, which can make a real 
difference. To this end we want to intro-
duce you to some of our cell group ser-
vant-leaders so you can pray for them 
specifically. 
Sonia: This special lady became a 
Christian in 1985. When our little Bible 
study began to grow that year, it was due 
almost entirely to Sonia. She has led a 
great many to the Lord, has a powerful 
ministry in prayer, and is a great encour-
agement to others. She is working in 
cooperation with Youth with a Mission 
(YWAM) to start a Brethren in Christ 
church in La Calzada, one of the poorest 
neighborhoods in all of Bogota. She 
walks where men fear to go and needs 
prayer for her safety. 
Elsa Caro: Elsa was one of the first-
fruits of the ministry at Niza IX, coming 
to the Lord in 1986. She is a dedicated 
and able leader with many accomplish-
ments. She gives leadership in the church 
through the church board, praise team, 
Sunday school and small group Bible 
study. She is excited about the possibili-
ty of working with Nancy Peterman in a 
new church planting should God direct in 
this way. Pray for inner healing, restora-
tion and joy in the labor. 
Edgar and Margarita: This young 
couple came to know the Lord in 1988. 
They have been involved in the disciple-
ship ministry of the church since 1990. 
Edgar also serves on the church board 
and in the Sunday school program. 
Francisco: This is a man who can 
take hold of a truth and hang on through 
thick and thin. He became a Christian in 
1987 after his wife accepted the Lord in 
our Bible study. Francisco is presently 
working with Edgar and Margarita in 
their small cell group. 
Ricardo and Elsa: This mother-and-
son team has been a wonderful blessing 
to the church. Elsa is a deaconess with a 
real heart for the Lord. She constantly 
helps the poor and needy and quietly pro-
vides things for the church (such as flow-
ers for the baptismal candidates). Her 
husband, Luis Carlos, is a new Christian, 
having accepted the Lord just last year. 
Ricardo, Elsa's oldest son, is a universi-
ty student who was discipled under the 
ministry of youth pastor Hilcfas Pava. He 
has been active in youth group, praise 
team and church board. He has real pas-
toral potential, and we see him as a good 
resource for the new outreaches we envi-
sion. 
U\;as and Tulia: Christians since 
1988, this couple carries a great burden 




continued from page 13 
has supported the churches in India, 
Mozambique, Zimbabwe, and among 
the Navajo. The church in Venezuela 
is poised for a thrust into Cuba. 
While the Brethren in Christ 
Church in Bihar State in India has 
carried the message across the bor-
der into Nepal, it is not yet ready to 
take up the challenge to minister to 
the Awadi people. The Gospel Tide 
Hour, an international broadcast of 
the Brethren in Christ message, spon-
sors a transmission in the Awadi lan-
guage. People are being saved and 
churches are being planted. These 
need an international "family" for fel-
lowship and accountability. This need 
was presented as a challenge to the 
Bihar Brethren in Christ Church in 
India, our nearest. The initial response 
was that the Awadi people are differ-
ent and far away. That is what many 
were saying in Kansas in 1894! By 
precept and example the encourage-
ment must be given to the Brethren in 
Christ Church in Bihar. The task is 
mission! 
Our own example is not as good as 
it once was. Our congregations used 
to give more than 50 percent of their 
offerings for general church min-
istries. As late as 1968 the figure was 
29 percent. By 1992 the sharing was 
down to 15 percent and is still drop-
ping. From that first five dollars, 
small as it was, with growing enthu-
siasm, the church mobilized half of its 
wealth to answer the call of the Great 
Commission and press the boundaries 
beyond the local congregation. 
Our current budgets seem to show 
that the boundaries are closing in on 
us. How soon till we are a small pack-
age all wrapped up in ourselves, irrel-
evant in a lost world and lacking the 
blessing of the Great Commissioner? 
We can stem the tide and reverse 
the flow if each person in the church 
emulates Jacob Stauffer. The money 
is needed to continue and expand the 
ministry. Of much greater importance 
is the rekindling of the vision. When 
five dollars represented a whole day's 
work, God inspired a courageous 
woman to give a great speech and a 
faithful man to make a significant 
sacrifice. Courage and faithfulness— 
may they be found in every one of 
us. 
A. Graybill Brubaker recently retired as 
Secretary of Overseas Ministries for Brethren 
in Christ World Missions. 
God at work... 
continued from page 14 
for prayer as a ministry within the church. 
Urias helped to do most of the electrical 
work in the last church building project, 
while Tulia is active in discipleship. Last 
year they moved out of Niza IX into 
another apartment complex, where we 
would like to begin a Bible study as a 
witness to their neighbors with a view 
toward a new church planting. 
Please uphold these precious leaders 
of the Niza IX congregation. Pray that 
God will keep them safe and take them 
on into victory so that all things which are' 
displeasing to him would be cast down 
and removed from their lives. God is 
preparing our leaders for a great harvest, 
and we know that you will have a major 
part in this ministry through your prayers. 
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Thoughts on Jubilee: 
God's Good News 
by Sandra Hannigan 
Where are our children heading? 
Children love to engage in pretend! 
They play "grown-ups" and dream about 
being a doctor, teacher or lawyer. Chil-
dren spend a lot of time wondering what 
they will be when they grow up. Parents 
and educators, too, wonder what they will 
become. Specifically, they wonder what 
shape their faith journey will take and 
how they can help nurture the process. 
Others ask what the church will be like as 
these children move from the formative 
years into adolescence and young adult-
hood. 
Where is the church heading? 
Christian education is only one gener-
ation away from extinction! These are 
pivotal days for the Christian education of 
children. It is essential that children 
receive quality Christian educational 
experiences in the church and home. 
Research shows that an effective Chris-
tian education program has the strongest 
relationship to a person's faith develop-
ment. 
Churches that recognize that faith is 
formed during the childhood years want 
to provide quality Christian education for 
children. One of the foundational build-
ing blocks to an effective children's 
Christian educational program is strong 
curriculum. We give our children a great 
start by choosing quality curriculum. 
Jubilee...affirms children 
Jubilee: God's Good News is our new 
Sunday school curriculum that affirms 
the value of children in the kingdom of 
God. It speaks to the issues facing chil-
dren today. It shares the good news of 
Jesus which offers hope in the midst of 
bleak situations. Children who partici-
pate in Jubilee will be formed, informed 
and transformed. 
Jubilee...a new direction 
What are the unique qualities associ-
ated with Jubileel As a Jubilee writer, 
Christian educator, and parent, I am antic-
ipating the positive impact of Jubilee on 
the life of the church. I sense that we are 
heading in a new and exciting direction as 
we move ahead with Jubilee. I believe 
that no church should be without it! 
Unique characteristics of Jubilee 
Jubilee is invitational and celebratory. 
It invites children, teachers, and families 
to follow Jesus. It provides opportunity to 
celebrate the good news of Jesus Christ! 
Because of Jubilee, children will be 
excited about their educational experi-
ence at church. 
Jubilee is experiential and interactive. 
We learn best when we discover for our-
selves! Jubilee invites children to 
encounter and experience Jesus in their 
own way at their own pace. The Bible 
story is the jewel of the lesson. Through 
the use of hand-carved Bible story fig-
ures and colorful teaching pictures, the 
children enter into the story. The story 
engages their imagination and evokes 
wonder. 
Children are encouraged to question, 
to muse, to wonder as they reflect upon 
the story. The goal of the lesson is that the 
children will participate in the story and 
be changed by it. Thus, the teacher is not 
so much concerned with having the chil-
dren repeat religious language or give the 
"right" answer. 
Jubilee encourages choices and cre-
ative expression. As children are invited 
to respond to the story, they are offered a 
wide variety of options. Some may tell 
the story using the story figures, others 
will engage in drama, music, roleplay, 
art or learning centers. The options cele-
brate differences in children and encour-
age all learning styles. 
Children are invited to worship 
through Jubilee. Worship is experienced 
through Scripture, Bible memory, prayer, 
and music. Ritual is a part of each lesson 
during the Beginning Moments and Clos-
ing Moments. This is a relational time as 
children share about their lives, receive a 
special greeting, or participate in a bless-
ing. 
Co-operation rather than competition 
is stressed throughout the lessons. The 
curriculum is written with appreciation 
toward all cultural and family back-
grounds. Community in the congregation 
is encouraged through intergenerational 
activities. 
The call to peace and to simplicity are 
interwoven in Jubilee. Mission and ser-
vice are natural outworkings of the 
lessons experienced. Children are invited 
to participate in service or mission proj-
ects that are appropriate to their age. 
Student packs reinforce the lessons 
through innovative activities. These are 
hands-on projects rather than paper and 
pencil busy work. There are true stories 
of Christians from our Anabaptist history 
and from around the world. The material 
is colorful and packed full of activities 
that appeal to children. 
Connections with parents are made 
throughout the student pack. There are 
suggestions for reinforcing the lesson. 
There are also ideas for family worship, 
service and mission. 
Teachers will find Jubilee user friend-
ly! The lessons are easy to follow with 
clear, concise teaching instructions. 
Teaching tips offer creative nuggets for 
experienced and inexperienced teachers. 
A resource box of colorful posters, maps, 
time lines and bulletin board ideas pro-
vide many extras for teachers. Through-
out Jubilee, teachers are reminded that 
they are co-learners with the children and 
that teaching is holy work. 
Christian Education...2009 
It is interesting to speculate what our 
churches will look like 10 to 15 years 
from now. Jubilee is an invaluable tool in 
the process of shaping the lives of tomor-
row's leaders. All of us are teaching chil-
dren who will become wives, dads, nurs-
es, counselors, ministers, and church 
leaders. Children who are impacted by 
Jubilee will have a great advantage in 
their spiritual pilgrimage. They will be 
moving into adolescence and adulthood 
with a firm foundation upon which to 
continue questioning, growing, and serv-
ing. As they live out some of their child-
hood dreams, they will have a deep spir-
itual legacy to pass on to others. 
The church continues to reaffirm its 
vision by choosing Jubilee. As we 
emphasize children's Christian education 
we are agreeing with God...children have 
a valuable place in the kingdom of God. 
Sandra Hannigan is a second generation 
curriculum writer. Her mother, Mary Fretz, 
wrote for The Foundation Series. Sandra is a 
writer for Middler Cycle B and C Jubilee cur-
riculum. She teaches Christian Education at 
Emmanuel Bible College, Kitchener, Ontario, 
and is a licensed minister with the Brethren in 
Christ Church. Sandra and her husband 
Michael are the parents of two sons, Patrick 
and James. They attend the Westheights 
Brethren in Christ Community Church, Kitch-
ener, Ontario. 
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Youth programs, ministry in 
countries "falling apart," budget 
form MCC annual board agenda 
Iceless streets, tree-ripened citrus 
snacks, and warm sun and hospitality pro-
vided a pleasant backdrop to discussions 
of heavy issues—such as work in coun-
tries that are falling apart and youth pro-
grams—when the Mennonite Central 
Committee (MCC) board met in Saraso-
ta, Fla., February 18 and 19. 
1994 program plans 
The MCC board approved 1994 pro-
gram plans that include MCC workers in 
50 countries and partnerships with agen-
cies in another 26 countries. 
New program initiatives include: 
$300,000 for a project to clear unexplod-
ed ordnance from the Lao countryside, a 
plan not yet approved by the Lao gov-
ernment; $50,000 to provide food for dis-
placed Azerbajani people in Iran; $75,000 
for a milk powder project; and $35,000 
for a Brussels, Belgium, mediation center 
and Balkan peace initiatives. 
Paul Myers, director of SELFHELP 
Crafts, reported on their plan to double 
sales in the next five years. "This is ambi-
tious but we are confident and feel sup-
port for it," Myers said. 
"The demands and expectations of the 
artisans whose crafts we sell are enor-
mous. Artisans in Bangladesh say our 
orders mean they buy a second sari, eat a 
third daily meal, and send their children 
to school." 
A portion of the five-year increase is 
blueprinted to come from a direct mail 
catalog to be launched in the United 
States in fall 1994. SELFHELP Crafts 
sales increased 11 percent in 1993. 
1994 budget . 
The board gave a "thumbs-up" to a 
1994 cash budget of $23.7 million, up 
4.2 percent from 1993. This calls for U.S. 
cash contributions of $8.3 million and 
Canadian cash contributions of $3.8 mil-
lion. Grants, SELFHELP Crafts sales and 
other income are budgeted to make up 
the remaining income. 
The board agreed to this optimistic 
budget, not without discussion. They 
decided that the increase is likely achiev-
able due to: 
• robust 1993 contributions in Canada; 
• 12 (rather than the usual 5 to 7) 
"Houses Against Hunger" scheduled to 
be sold in the United States; and 
• the planned 14 percent increase in 
SELFHELP Crafts sales. 
The 1994 budget also calls for $9.8 
million worth of material resources, up $2 
million from 1993, but less than the $12 
million shipped in 1992. Countries 
receiving the lion's share of MCC food 
since 1991 are: Sudan, Ethiopia, Mozam-
bique, India, Angola, Somalia, Zimbab-
we, Egypt, Bangladesh, Nicaragua, Iraq 
and the former Soviet Union. 
The annual meeting also urged the 
executive committee to further consider a 
proposal to designate $600,000 U.S. for 
global church development during 1995 
and 1996, as a way to celebrate MCC's 
75th anniversary in 1995. 
Programs for youth 
The past two years have been "my 
most unsettling years with MCC," 
recounted Waldo Neufeld, director of 
MCC British Columbia, who has been 
with MCC 21 of the past 30 years. 
"British Columbia youth want exposure 
to world needs and hands-on experience; 
they are increasingly turning to some of 
the 400 other agencies in British 
Columbia, rather than to MCC." 
MCC service assignments often 
require training, degrees and/or ample 
experience—things youth by definition 
lack, he continued. "Our programs place 
individuals rather than groups of youth— 
youth want to do things with their friends, 
not alone. And our tendency to empha-
size 'presence' does not sell well to youth 
who want to make a difference in the 
world," Neufeld said. 
Steve Penner, West Coast MCC direc-
"British Columbia youth 
want exposure to world needs 
and hands-on experience; 
they are increasingly turning 
to some of the 400 other 
agencies in British Columbia, 
rather than to MCC " 
tor, said that, "to reach youth we need to 
be continually creative and open to 
change." 
Board members encouraged staff to 
reach youth in flexible, creative ways. 
They also noted that MCC's existing 
youth programs—Youth Discovery 
Teams, Native Gardening, SALT Cana-
da, SALT International, SWAP, DOOR, 
PLOW and TOOLS—are not well known 
in the constituency. 
Work and witness in countries 
falling apart 
Ray Brubacher, overseas director, illu-
minated the challenges facing workers in 
the increasing number of countries such 
as Angola, Sudan, Somalia, Haiti, and 
Zaire where governments, economies, 
and infrastructures are falling apart. 
"In these situations our workers ask: 
'When we can't do business as usual, 
what can we do?'" Brubacher said. 
"In Haiti in the '80s, we had success-
ful development projects," observed 
Linda Shelly, who directs MCC's work in 
Latin America and the Caribbean. "We 
worked in rural communities, encourag-
ing group formation, and teaching health 
and agriculture." 
Now, since the 1991 coup and accom-
panying widespread repression, groups 
cannot meet. This, plus shortages of elec-
tricity, sky-rocketing fuel prices, and lim-
ited food, has greatly weakened our abil-
ity to work as before, Shelly said. 
"We need to be flexible, risk-taking, 
and entrepreneurial in places like Zaire, 
where unemployment is more than 80 
percent," continued Eric Olfert, MCC 
Africa co-secretary. Since 1990, Zaire 
has had no functional government. Busi-
nesses are closed; transport is not run-
ning; fuel is hard to find. Churches, too, 
find it tough to provide the health, edu-
cation, and agriculture services they once 
did. 
"We need to think of shifting struc-
tures, rather than collapsing 
ones," Olfert observed. 
"People are finding new 
ways to live and operate in 
the informal structure. One 
village, for example, has 
refused to use the new cur-
rency named by the central 
government and has instead 
set up its own economy. 
Villagers are proud their 
inflation rate has gone 
down." In such contexts, 
Olfert said, rural and grass-
roots assignments seem 
more do-able. 
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Starting an MCC magazine 
The board also gave initial approval to 
a proposal, brought by Charmayne 
Brubaker, MCC communications direc-
tor, to start a modest, bi-monthly maga-
zine targeted to MCC supporters ages 25 
to 40. 
The publication, planned to replace 
"MCC Contact," will be launched in fall 
1994, pending approval by MCC Canada, 
a review of other MCC newsletters, and 
the completion of a survey of people 
within the targeted age group. The MCC 
U.S. board had endorsed the same pro-
posal the day before. 
Staff appointment, election of 
new members 
The board appointed John A. Lapp to 
a fourth three-year term as MCC execu-
tive secretary. Lapp has said that this 
appointment—from 1994 to 1997—will 
likely be his last term prior to retirement. 
In April 1994 the executive committee 
will begin planning the process for find-
ing Lapp's replacement. 
The board elected Olivette McGhee 
and Imbenzi George to serve as mem-
bers-at-large on the board. McGhee, At-
more, Ala., works with the Poarch Band 
of Creek Indians as a medical records 
specialist; this is her second three-year 
appointment to the MCC board. Imbenzi 
George, Clearbrook, B.C., will begin his 
first three-year appointment with the 
April meeting. 
The board also chose members Abe 
Wiebe and Michael Hannigan to serve 
on their executive committee. Wiebe, 
Winkler, Man., has served on the MCC 
executive committee since 1988; he also 
serves as MCC Canada treasurer. Hanni-
gan, Kitchener, Ont., represents the 
Brethren in Christ in Canada on the MCC 
board. This is Hannigan's first time on 
the executive committee. 
General Conference Information 
As you read this, less than two months remain until 
the June 1 deadline for General Conference reg-
istrations. Use the form in the January issue 
of the Evangelical Visitor. Your pastor 
may have extra copies, or just make 
extra copies. 
All people 18 years old and over 
attending day sessions should pay 
the registration fee. However, all 
children, women, and men should 
fill out FORM A and send it to the 
Conference registrar, Barb Heine-
mann. The only exceptions are those 
attending evening sessions only. 
The first session of General Conference will 
open at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, July 2. You will need 
to arrive in time to register before then. Try to arrive 
before 8:30 a.m. on Saturday. Registration at Confer-
ence is on Friday evening from 4:00 to 9:00, and on 
Saturday morning from 8:00 to 9:30. The final Con-
ference session is scheduled to conclude on Thursday 
afternoon, July 7. 
Many people are overlooking parts of the registra-
tion form, or placing question marks in the blanks. 
Please wait to register until you are sure of your plans. 
By the time you read this, the air-conditioned apart-
ments will have been filled and many of the air-con-
ditioned dorms will probably be taken. We are making 
every attempt to fulfill everyone's personal requests. 
Please note a few of the highlights of the General 
Conference program. The Conference theme, "Who is 
My Neighbor?", will be highlighted on four different 
evenings. Ken Letner will be the facilitator on Satur-
day evening, featuring international guests and a pre-
sentation by the Cedar Grove Drama Team. A Cele-
bration service will be held on Sunday afternoon fea-
turing a multimedia ministries presentation called 
"Walking Through the Church." Special wor-
ship services focusing on the individual 
words of the Conference theme will 
take place on Sunday, Tuesday, and 
Wednesday evenings. Glenn Dalton 
will begin on Sunday evening, focus-
ing on the "Who"; Ronald J. Sider will 
focus on the "My" on Tuesday; and 
Enock Shamapani will focus on the 
word "Neighbor" on Wednesday. 
Monday evening's service will include 
the footwashing and communion cele-
bration. 
Exciting events are planned for the 
youth attending General Conference. The theme 
for the youth will be "Won't You Be My Neighbor?" 
The cost for each teenager is $40. If details have not 
been received by congregational youth leaders, they 
soon should be. 
The children's activities are planned throughout the 
Conference. This information should also be in the 
hands of congregational leaders. There will be a 
$12.50 fee for these activities. 
Parents planning to have children sleep on dormi-
tory floors, please note: The linen package is not pro-
vided for your children. If children on the floor use 
linen packages, an additional charge will need to be 
made. 
If the information you need is not included above, 
please check previous issues of the Visitor, starting 
with January 1994. For other information pertinent to 
registration, contact Barb Heinemann, phone (717) 
697-2634. For all other questions, please contact Ken 
Mark, phone (717) 766-0403 (you can leave a record-
ed message). 
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Allegheny Conference 
On Feb. 27 "Bridge of Blood" 
was presented to the Air Hill con-
gregation, Chambersburg, Pa., by 
the Cumberland Valley School 
Drama Team. Two persons were 
baptized Feb. 13. • The Kevin 
Spencer family was in concert Feb. 
13 at the Antrim church, Cham-
bersburg. The church hosted all-day 
sewing Feb. 22 for the Allegheny 
Conference. • Mar. 6 was Rally Day 
with Christine Wyrtzen at the 
Chambersburg church. • The 
Vision in Action group of the Fair-
view Ave. congregation, Waynes-
boro, Pa., met Feb. 13 to hear Pastor 
and Gwen White share about last 
summer's trip to the Midwest flood 
area, and to preview Roy and Alva 
Newcomer's Zimbabwe trip. • The 
Five Forks church, Waynesboro, 
recently received 11 new members. 
Bishop Kipe brought his farewell 
message on Feb. 20. He is planning 
to retire Aug. 1. 
The jr. and sr. highs of the Hol-
lowell church, Waynesboro, had a 
retreat Feb. 25-27 at Christian Re-
treat Center with guest Lee Nune-
maker. • On Mar. 6 the Iron 
Springs church, Fairfield, Pa., 
enjoyed a program by the Peace 
Light Brethren in Christ puppeteers 
(McKnightstown, Pa.) and Harry 
Bergey. • On Feb. 20, Ron Eberly 
spoke to the Martinsburg, Pa., con-
gregation about his call to Malawi to 
finish missionary housing. In the 
evening, participation in the service 
included sending messages of love 
delivered by youth "cupids." • On 
Feb. 27 the New Guilford church, 
Chambersburg, had a potluck meal 
and Covenant Players performance. 
• Bishop Kipe brought the medita-
tion at the Mar. 9 service of the 
Springhope church, Schellsburg, 
Pa. 
Atlantic Conference 
On Feb. 6 at the Cross Roads 
church, Mount Joy, Pa., Graybill 
Brubaker included in his missions 
presentation the new video, "Part-
ners in Africa." • In February the 
Messiah College Gospel Choir 
joined the monthly "Saturday Cir-
cle" event at the Elizabethtown, Pa., 
church. • The Pioneer Clubs of the 
Fairland church, Cleona, Pa., host-
ed a roller skating party at Mt. Gret-
na on Feb. 26. The Feb. 13 service 
was cancelled because of an ice 
storm. • Diane Susek was in con-
cert Mar. 12 at the Free Grace 
church, Millersburg, Pa. David Hall 
led revival meetings Feb. 27 through 
Mar. 6. • The Harrisburg, Pa., 
church has a new administrative 
assistant, Venitia Cobb. Pastor Dal-
ton led a three-session Sunday 
school class recently on enhancing 
ministry to children. • The Hershey, 
Pa., church has a new women's fel-
lowship that meets the last Monday 
evening of each month. The March 
theme was "A Mad-Hatter's Tea 
Party." 
The Lancaster, Pa., church had 
discipleship meetings Feb. 6-9 with 
Donald Fitchett, senior pastor of the 
Orangeville, Ont., Baptist Church. • 
The Manor church, Mountville, Pa., 
hosted the Feb. 20 festival for chil-
dren: "I Am a Promise" with Bob 
Cal Morey 
ordained 
Pastor Cal Morey of the Chino 
Hills Brethren in Christ Church, 
Chino, Calif., was ordained on Jan-
uary 9, 1994. Bishop Louis Cober 
preached the ordination message. 
Former Bishop Ralph Wenger gave 
the charge to Pastor Morey. 
Pastor Cal was born and grew up 
in the area of Long Beach, Calif. He 
graduated from Cal Poly University 
in Pomona and is currently working 
towards a Master of Divinity Degree 
at Azusa Pacific University. He lived 
in upstate New York and Louisiana 
for several years before returning to 
the Chino area. 
The Morey family was invited to 
the Chino Brethren in Christ Church 
by former Pastor Herb Anderson 
who recognized the talents of this 
family who had traveled widely in 
music ministry in the United States 
and Canada. Cal soon became the 
worship and song leader at the 
Chino Church. Pastor Anderson 
challenged him to consider a call to 
pastoral ministry. Consequendy, he 
served as associate pastor at the 
Chino Church until February 15, 
1988, when he became pastor for the 
Chino Hills congregation. 
Pastor Cal was one of the origi-
nal members of the General Confer-
ence Board of Evangelism and 
Church Planting (BECP) and also 
served on the Pacific Regional Con-
ference BECP. 
The Moreys are the parents of 
five adult children. 
Thomas Tatem 
ordained 
Rev. Thomas A. Tatem was 
ordained to the Christian ministry 
on Sunday afternoon, February 6, at 
the Valley Chapel Brethren in Christ 
Church, Canton, Ohio. Dr. Frederic 
Holland, Ashland, Ohio, preached 
the sermon. Dr. Holland, formerly 
Director of Missiology at Ashland 
Theological Seminary, is a close 
friend of Pastor Tatem. Bishop 
Glenn Ginder led the ordination rite 
and gave the charge to Pastor Tatem. 
Pastor Tom worked five years in 
entertainment, nine years in corpo-
rate group life and health insurance, 
and six years in his own home 
improvement business before he 
went full circle back to his young 
adult aspirations of being in the 
Lord's ministry. He entered graduate 
study at Christ the King Seminary 
for two years and completed his 
graduate study with three years at 
Ashland Theological Seminary, 
receiving a Master of Divinity with 
honors in May of 1993. Pastor 
Tatem accepted Valley Chapel 
Brethren in Christ Church as his first 
pastorate in January of 1992. 
Tom and his wife Therese 
(Hirschberger), both natives of New 
York State, are parents of two sons: 
Joshua (8) and Seth (6). 
and Vera Kensinger. Six men helped 
put a new roof on the Millersville, 
Pa., church on Feb. 19. • On Feb. 6 
Pete Cafarchio spoke about the min-
istry of Paxton Street Home to the 
Mastersonville, Pa., congregation. 
On Feb. 20 the congregation viewed 
two videos: "Partners in Latin Amer-
ica and Asia" and "Roxbury Camp." 
• The women of the Millersville, 
Pa., church had a prayer breakfast 
on Mar. 4, World Day of Prayer. • 
The Mt. Pleasant church, Mount 
Joy, Pa., had family swimming Mar. 
19 at Elizabethtown College. 
The Palmyra, Pa., congregation 
participated in the 50-Day Adven-
ture: Daring to Dream Again. • The 
Feb. 6 evening service at the Pequea 
church, Lancaster, Pa., was a Back-
stage Ministries presentation of "If 
the Shoe Fits." • The Perkiomen 
Valley, Pa., women's sewing auxil-
iary met Feb. 21 to sew hospital 
gowns for Africa. • On Feb. 27 the 
Refton, Pa., church had a concert 
featuring Joe Holt, Christian jazz 
pianist from New Jersey. • The Sil-
verdale, Pa., congregation partici-
pated in Mennonite Disaster Ser-
vice's pennies project. • The Sky-
line View church, Harrisburg, took 
part in the 50-Day Adventure. • The 
LIFE group of the Souderton, Pa., 
church studied And Your Daughters 
Shall Prophesy recently. The youth 
group sold Philadelphia entertain-
ment coupon books. 
Canadian Conference 
The Boyle congregation, St. 
Ann's, Ont., had renewal services 
Feb. 20-23 with David R. Jantzi. • 
The Delisle, Sask., church sponsored 
an eight-week workshop (Jan.-Mar.) 
on parenting teenagers. • Steve 
Winkler spoke at the Feb. 13 ban-
quet of the Falls View congregation, 
Niagara Falls, Ont., on "How to 
Affair-Proof Your Marriage." Two 
persons were baptized Feb. 20. • On 
Feb. 2 the Heise Hill congregation, 
Gormley, Ont., saw the missions 
video "Celebration of Freedom." A 
five-hour Saturday membership 
class was held on Mar. 12. • A part 
of each morning service at the 
Kindersley, Sask., church is "We 
Have This Ministry" when lay peo-
ple share reports about what they are 
doing. In February Reeta Housser 
shared on Missions Prayer Fellow-
ship and John Hebert about Canadi-
an Foodgrains Bank. • In February 
and March Scot White led a five-
week "Knowing Kingswood" small 
group for those interested in baptism 
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and membership in the Kingswood 
congregation, Barrie, Ont. 
The Massey Place church, 
Saskatoon, Sask., hosted a Feb. 8 
Mothers Who Care prayer rally on 
the theme "The New Age in Our 
Schools...Fact or Fiction?" • The 
Oak Ridges, Ont., church held 
renewal services Mar. 3-6 with 
Doug Sider. • On Feb. 5 the Ridge-
mount congregation, Hamilton, 
Ont., had "A Day Away" retreat 
with speaker Brian Spence. Graybill 
and Ethel Brubaker were the Mar. 6 
guests on the 50-Day Adventure 
theme, "Becoming World Class 
Christians." • The bell choir from 
Fairview Mennonite Home provided 
the Feb. 6 evening service at the 
Rosebank church, Petersburg, Ont. 
• The Pioneer Club members of the 
Sherkston, Ont., church invited 
their prayer partners to a Valentine 
party Feb. 16. June 5 has been 
announced as Homecoming Sunday. 
• The Springvale, Ont., congrega-
tion recently viewed a film series on 
the Genesis story of creation. • 
"Capturing the Heart" was the theme 
for spiritual emphasis weekend Feb. 
4-6 with Craig Sider at the Wain-
fleet, Ont., church. A men's break-
fast, concert, and dessert night were 
part of the special activities. 
Central Conference 
On Feb. 26 the women of the 
Amherst congregation, Massillon, 
Ohio, had a Winterfest at Chapel of 
Fir Hill, Akron, on the theme "Light 
in a Dark Place." • The Ashland, 
Ohio, church had a Feb. 6-13 mis-
sions conference with the Graybill 
Brubakers, Beula Shaffer, Phil and 
Doreen Byers, Fred and Grace Hol-
land, and international students from 
Ashland Seminary. • The Feb. 5 
adult sweetheart spaghetti supper at 
the Beulah Chapel church, Spring-
field, Ohio, was a youth fundraiser. 
The David Carlsons spoke about 
Trans World Radio on Feb. 27. • 
The Carland-Zion congregation, 
Owosso, Mich., hosted the Feb. 26-
27 area missions weekend with 
Allen and Leoda Buckwalter, John 
and Ethel Sider, Paul and Lela 
Hostetler, Ira and Miriam Stern, 
Rich Stuebing, and Phil Keefer. • 
Mar. 12 was family night for the 
Christian Union congregation, Gar-
rett, Ind., with finger foods and a 
"bag of fortune" game. 
Eleven families of the Fairview 
church, Englewood, Ohio, attended 
the Central Conference retreat in 
Indianapolis, Feb. 18-20. • The 
Highland church, West Milton, 
Ohio, held revival services Mar. 5-9 
with Warren Hoffman. The church 
hosted Central Conference Mar. 25-
26. • Pianists in the Nappanee, Ind., 
congregation contributed their tal-
E.V. Timelines 
100 Years Ago 
Apr. 15,1894 issue—ran a lengthy article by Charles Baker, Nottawa, Ont., argu-
ing that "we are holy when we become the children of God." Further, he says, 
"Holiness is a Christian quality which is not attained to perfection here upon this 
earth, although obtained by some to a greater degree than others.... We learn that 
before we can claim sanctification, or holiness, we must go through a sanctifying 
act, or process. This is nothing else than being born again, for as soon as we are 
born of God, we are holy, for nothing unholy can be born of God." 
75 Years Ago 
Apr. 7, 1919 issue—T.A. Long writes: "Lately the writer has had quite a survey 
of times past.... In the year 1869, on the 18th day of March, wife and I took the 
solemn vow of faithfulness to each other until death should separate us. If we live 
until the 18th day of March we will have stood by one another for half a centu-
ry.... In the year 1872 I was ordained to the ministry and while I traveled many 
thousands of miles and held many protracted meetings, and humanly speaking, 
many came to the Lord.... But O how little all that seems to me now. I concur with 
a dear brother's expression in a recent letter, 'If I could only start from the begin-
ning, with the experience I have had, how much more could be accomplished. 
And how many souls could have been saved that perhaps no one cared for.' " 
50 Years Ago 
Apr. 10,1944 issue—On the "Our Sunday Schools" pages, a number of letters ran 
in response to a brotherhood-wide competitive Sunday school project called 
"Trip through Palestine." The comments on this new venture were mostly posi-
tive, some negative: "We admit we were a trifle slow to perceive its far reaching 
benefits when first it was introduced, but our apathy soon fled after being defi-
nitely convinced by the splendid results we observed in our own Sunday School, 
coupled with what we saw in a number of Sunday Schools we had the privilege 
of visiting during an evangelistic tour" (E.J. Swalm). "We have used this sug-
gestion with the provision that anyone opposed to the 'race' through Palestine 
need not report.... I must say that in all probability another such contest will not 
be accepted in our school as we have higher motives and ambitions than to 'com-
pete' (Rev. Ray L. Smee, Pleasant Valley). 
25 Years Ago 
Apr. 21, 1969 issue—In a tribute upon the death of Dwight Eisenhower, the edi-
tor writes: "It was to the credit of Dwight Eisenhower that he was not ashamed 
of [his] modest home. It was a home noted for simplicity and piety. He was 
never ashamed of the church with which his parents and grandparents were iden-
tified. He was a neighbor and also a loyal supporter of Messiah College both in 
financial support and in encouraging students to attend. His training by a moth-
er who was a pacifist and his roots in the Brethren in Christ Church seem a bit 
incongruous with his role as a military leader. He was never ashamed of this role 
but he preferred to be known as a man of peace." 
10 Years Ago 
April 1984 issue—Ron Sider writes: "Without a doubt, one of the most amazing 
(and 'offensive') things about Christianity is that Christians make such outrageous 
claims about the person of Jesus. Every religious person around the world will 
gladly accept Jesus of Nazareth as one of the great prophets and moral teachers. 
But Christians insist on adding that the carpenter from Nazareth is the Lord of the 
Universe! That offends!" 
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A Conference on Lifestyle Stewardship 
June 30-July 1,1994 
,•**/-»• ^ Messiah College 
n m s p r m m a Graniham'pa-
Lifestyles 
Sponsored by the Board for Stewardship Services 
Brethren in Christ Church 
How to register 
You must submit FORM A of the General Conference 
registration form from the January issue of the Evangelical 
Visitor, indicating your need for meals and accommodations 
for this pre-conference event. The General Conference reg-
istration forms are also available from your pastor or from the 
Board for Stewardship Services, P.O. Box 290, Grantham PA 
17027-0290. In addition to the cost for meals and accommo-
dations, there is a $5.00 U.S. registration fee for this pre-con-
ference event. 
————————————™———"™————™———™————•-—̂— *———-
R e g i s t r a t i o n F o r m 
TRANSFORMING LIFESTYLES 
IN A SELF-CENTERED WORLD: 




City St/Pr Postal Code 
Phone . Number Attending. 
U Enclosed is my registration fee of $5.00 U.S. per 
person. (Please make check payable to the Board for 
Stewardship Services.) 
U I have registered for meals and accommodations on 
Form A of the General Conference registration form. 
Detach and mail with your registration fee to the Board 
for Stewardship Services, P. O. Box 290, Grantham, PA 
17027-0290. Registration deadline is June 1,1994. For 
more information, call the Director of Stewardship at 
(717) 697-2634 or write to the above address. 
Schedule 
Thursday—June 30,1994 
6:00 p.m. Registration 
7:00 p.m. Opening General Session 
Grantham Church 
Worship, music, drama 
Keynote Speaker: 
W. Edward Rickman 
"Setting Lifestyle 
Priorities" 
Friday—July 1,1994 (AM) 
8:30 a.m. General Session 
Bob and Kathy Leadley 
9:30 a.m. Workshops 
10:30 a.m. Break 




Friday—July 1,1994 (PM) 
1:30 p.m. General Session 
Ministry Transformations 
2:30 p.m. Workshops (Repeat) 
3:30 p.m. Break 
3:45 p.m. General Session 
Personal Transformations 
Laypersons 
7:00 p.m. Closing Rally 
Worship, music, drama 
Keynote Speaker: 
Tony Campolo 
"Giving 'til It Feels 
Good" 
Outstanding Workshops and Leaders 
Transforming Estate Plans—As a pastor or church leader, you should model 
appropriate estate planning and charitable giving. As you encourage your 
church members to do likewise, your church may benefit from being includ-
ed in such planning. Our seminar will assist you in reaching these very 
important personal and church-wide goals. (Lane Hostetter, Bill Dick) 
Keeping the Church Records—We'll talk about importance of providing cor-
rect information to your people on finances, especially regarding government 
regulation and reporting expectations. Learn how to display accountability 
and credibility. (Harold Chubb, Mike D'Silva, Vernon Martin) 
Computerized Record Keeping—A hands-on workshop with accounting and 
database packages. Attendees will have opportunity to review and modify a 
chart of accounts, build custom reports, and enter data in a congregational 
database. (Elvin Peifer, Rick Dent, Don Winters) 
Transforming Family Finances—Emphasizes the managing of finances by 
and for the Christian family.. . includes budgeting, use of credit cards, sav-
ing for future family needs, and ideas on how to get more for your money. 
(Don Zook, John and JoLene Hawbaker) 
Transforming our Stewardship of Time and Talents—We' 11 gain a new per-
spective of stewardship (not just money) and of ourselves as investors of 
God's resources; evaluate our time investments and the talents God has 
given us; and begin a planned investment program of our time and talents. 
' (Teresa Gilmore, Mary Fretz) 
Modeling and Teaching Lifestyle Stewardship—Modeling lifestyle steward-
ship is the most powerful method of teaching. The strongest influence begins 
in the home. The church supports this by a balanced but vigorous model-
ing/teaching ministry. The workshop will address these issues at both a prac-
tical and theological level. (Harvey Sider, Perry Engle) 
How to Change A Lifestyle—Bill and Barb have just trusted Christ and are 
excited about their relationship with God. They are also deep in debt, have a 
negative cash flow, and yet want to please God. How do you help them 
become biblical stewards? (Craig Sider, Robert Leadley) 
How to Change Attitudes on Having Enough for Retirement—Learn how 
much is enough. When is "enough" too much? What plans are needed to 
secure retirement? (John Z. Martin) 
Teaching Children A Stewardship Lifestyle—The task of shaping generous, 
others-oriented, wise Christian managers begins in the home. We'll contem-
plate philosophies of stewardship; parental modeling; and home/classroom 
tips and teaching tools. A resources table will be available. (Helen Johns) 
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ents to a Feb. 13 dedication concert 
for the new grand piano given 
anonymously to the church. The 
Feb. 27 council approved the con-
cept of an addition containing a new 
nursery, restrooms, and enlarged 
narthex. • The Northgate fellow-
ship, Tipp City, Ohio, had family 
skating on Feb. 12 and Mar. 12. 
The Pleasant Hill, Ohio, church 
has invited Pastor Kershner for an 
additional five-year term. Phil and 
Doreen Byers spoke about missions 
in Malawi recently. • The Sippo 
Valley congregation, Massillon, 
Ohio, has approved a plan to locate a 
modular unit on church property to 
be the home for the McConnaugh-
eys. • Bill Stieglitz was the Feb. 20 
guest speaker at the Union Grove 
church, New Paris, Ind. • The teens 
of the Valley Chapel congregation, 
Canton, Ohio, prepared a beautiful 
and tasty lunch for the congregation 
prior to the Feb. 13 council meet-
ing. 
Midwest Conference 
The men of the Abilene, Kan., 
church had a woodcutting jamboree 
recently, with spouses invited to a 
wiener roast afterward. The congre-
gation hosted the area churches' ser-
vices in February with a showing of 
"The Dave Dravecky Story." • The 
Mound Park church, Dallas Cen-
ter, Iowa, was host site for the Feb. 
27 community Lenten service. A 
bake sale was Feb. 25. • The Mt. 
View congregat ion, Colorado 
Springs, Colo., had a Valentine 
friendship dinner on Feb. 12. • 
Henry Ginder spoke Feb. 27 on 
"The Church Alive" to the Okla-
homa City, Okla., church, and in 
the Sunday school hour about mis-
sions work in Mozambique. • Misty 
Dawn sang at the sweetheart ban-
quet Feb. 12 of the Rosebank 
church, Hope, Kan. Three new 
members were welcomed on Feb. 6. 
• Feb. 27 was family night at the 
Salina YMCA for the Zion congre-
gation, Abilene. 
Pacific Conference 
On the evening of Feb. 6 the 
Ontario, Calif., church had "Bible 
Outburst" hosted by the Zagol fam-
ily. A Valentines banquet and vows 
renewal was Feb. 12 at Cafe Calato. 
• Paul Blikstad, president of the 
Greater Salem Association of Evan-
gelicals, spoke Feb. 6 for "Plan 
Salem Day" at the Pacific Highway 
church, Salem, Ore. • In March the 
Upland, Calif., church began spon-
sorship of an after school homework 
program for grades 4-6 on Mondays 
and Tuesdays. The Dobson film 
"The Strong-willed Child" was 
shown on Feb. 27. 
Southeast Conference 
Ovida Conner was the vocalist 
for the Feb. 13 Valentine dinner of 
the Holden Park congregation, Or-
lando, Fla. The highlight of the 
evening was the renewal of wedding 
vows by a couple in the church. 
Susquehanna Conference 
On Feb. 19 the Good Samaritan 
Class of the Big Valley church, 
Belleville, Pa., had an all-day retreat 
at a cabin on Stone Mountain. Ron 
and Nancy Eberly were Feb. 16 
MPF speakers. • Pastor Hoke has 
accepted an additional five-year 
term at the Carlisle, Pa., church. 
Mar. 8 was ladies' night out with 
Yj^onei/Scatters 
John and Mary-"giving and receiving' 
"I sold a farm and the capital gains 
taxes left me very little. I want to 
escape that capital gains tax on another 
farm and leave some money to help 
support two ministries in which I 
believe." 
John and Mary decided to give the 
farm to the Jacob Engle Foundation 
and let the foundation sell the farm. In 
doing this they completely bypassed 
the capital gains tax on the property 
which would have been approximately 
$70,000. The Jacob Engle Foundation 
sold the farm at public auction as 
requested by the donor. In turn a Char-
itable Remainder Unitrust was drawn 
up in which John and Mary received 
eight percent return on the value of the 
Unitrust each year. 
Now note some important points: 
• John and Mary were receiving a 
rental income from the farm each year 
that was about one-half as much as 
they now receive in income. They also 
paid the taxes and repairs and upkeep 
out of that income. They are now 
relieved of these management duties. 
• They bypassed the capital gains 
tax of $70,000. 
• They received a tax deduction for 
giving the farm to a charity and this tax 
deduction of approximately $100,000 
may be used for the current year and 
five additional years on their income 
tax reports. 
• The Unitrust is set up so that any 
growth from the Jacob Engle Founda-
tion's investments of this money will 
be added to the value of the trust and 
therefore they participate in growth. 
The eight percent return is always on 
the value of the trust at the end of the 
year. 
• They receive monthly payments. 
(These could have been annually, 
semi-annually or quarterly if they 
desired.) 
• At the end of their lives the 
remainder in the trust will be distribut-
ed to the charities of their choice, mak-
ing a significant contribution to the 
work of the Lord. 
• The value of the farm is removed 
from their estate and will not be 
included for tax purposes at their 
deaths. 
The above are some of the positive 
reasons for giving through a Planned 
Gift. But more important are the bene-
fits of our faithfulness in stewardship 
in spiritual matters. 
• The world asks how much we 
own; Christ asks how we use it. 
• The world thinks more of getting; 
Christ thinks more of giving. 
• The world asks what we give; 
Christ asks how we give. The former 
thinks of the amount, the latter of the 
motive. 
• The world asks how much we 
give, the Bible asks how much we 
keep. 
The Bible teaches that our faithful-
ness in material things is intimately 
bound up with our stewardship of spir-
itual things. The person who handles 
with reverent care the material gifts of 
God is preparing to receive the spiritu-
al treasures also. The promise of 
Malachi 3:10 shows that although the 
gifts we bring are material (tithes), the 
gifts God pours down are spiritual (a 
blessing). 
Faithful giving is a discipline which 
in itself promotes healthy spiritual 
growth. Contrary as it may seem to all 
principles of worldly wisdom, it is 
more blessed to give than to receive. 
If interested in more information, 
contact: S. Lane Hostetter, Director of 
Planned Giving, P. O. Box 290, 
Grantham PA 17027, (717) 697-2634. 
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homemade soup and bread, and 
vocalist Linda Kent. • Speaker of 
the Feb. 21 meeting of the divorce 
recovery group at the Cedar Grove 
church, Mifflintown, Pa., was Jeff 
Funk from the Domestic Relations 
Office. • On Feb. 27 the Cedar 
Heights congregation, Mill Hall, 
Pa., had a Sunday school workshop 
and concert by the Vicksburg Quar-
tet. • On Mar. 6 the Cumberland 
Valley church, Dillsburg, Pa., host-
ed a conference "Celebration of 
Worship" with "A Festival of 
Psalms" by area musicians and 
workshops for pastors, worship lead-
ers, and musicians. 
The youth and several adults 
from the Dillsburg church served at 
Harmony Heart Camp the weekend 
of Feb. 20, doing odd jobs and 
focusing devotions on "Making Our 
Lives a Prayer Through Service." • 
The goal of the hospitality commit-
tee of the Fairview church, Reesers 
Summit, Pa., was to sell 500 hoa-
gies on Feb. 17. The film "A Distant 
Thunder" was shown Feb. 27. • 
James Skillen was Mar. 6 Peace 
Sunday speaker for the Grantham, 
Pa., congregation. • The men of the 
Hanover, Pa., congregation began 
an eight-week study Mar. 6 on the 
book What God Does When Men 
Pray. • The Jemison Valley church, 
Westfield, Pa., had a guess-who's-
coming-to-dinner on Feb. 27. 
The Marsh Creek congregation, 
Howard, Pa., had their Feb. 19 
sweetheart banquet at the Jaycee 
Hall in Blanchard. • The Mechan-
icsburg, Pa., church has finalized 
the sale of its former building to the 
United Pentecostal Church. The con-
gregation reports an average wor-
ship attendance of 539 for 1993. • 
On Feb. 9 the Messiah Village con-
gregation, Mechanicsburg, heard 
from Messiah College students plan-
ning a summer trip to Nicaragua to 
help build the Bible Training Insti-
tute. • The Roseglen church, Dun-
cannon, Pa., hosted the Mar. 11-12 
Old Testament Walk Through the 
Bible. • Jay Barnes spoke at the Feb. 
4 sweetheart banquet of the West 
Shore church, Mechanicsburg. 
Greater Vision, a southern gospel 
trio, presented a concert as part of 
youth weekend, Mar. 11-13. 
Dear Fielding, 
After a cold, icy winter, observed 
from the warm confines of this church, 
April has appeared in unrestrained beau-
ty. Yesterday, balmy southerly breezes 
and the smell of budding forsythia lured 
me irresistibly to the outer world. The 
ground was soft from the gentle pelting 
of an overnight rain. An occasional patch 
of grass proudly displayed its rebirth of 
tender green shoots. 
Fielding, after staying in the church 
for protection during the seemingly end-
less winter, I longed to roam. And roam I 
did. One hardly realizes the extent of 
winter restraints until they are with-
drawn. The short days had receded like a 
cat slinking away with its prey. The call 
of the outdoors was strong. I wanted to 
meet new creatures...to run with sand 
squishing between my toes...to celebrate 
with total abandon a new release of lib-
erty. I wanted to be wild and throw cau-
tion to the sweet winds of spring. I want-
ed to forget my too-serious nature and 
become—yes—irresponsible. 
But, Fielding, you and I are old 
enough to know that these feelings are 
not-so-subtle deception. There is no true 
freedom—there is no safety—out there. 
The moment we begin to lust after the 
seductive whispers of the outer world, 
we are as good as slain. We might as 
well don a sign that says, "Come get me, 
clawed destroyer. Sink your teeth into 
me and carry me down the highway of 
death." 
Sometimes I have a difficult time rec-
onciling the presence of temptress 
spring—its cordial warmth and beauty— 
with the sterility and loneliness inside 
my fortress of protection. But yesterday I 
had a reminder of the danger of the outer 
world. He appeared in my path from 
nowhere. Catching sight of me, he 
squared his body and lowered his front 
legs. His back haunches remained high 
in the air, twitching with incredible 
strength from side to side, ready to 
pounce. In an instant his slitted eyes 
widened in excitement. The deep pool of 
his black eyes alone could have swal-
lowed me. The muscles in his shoulders 
rippled as the claws emerged ominously 
from his paws and clutched the ground. 
It was as if I could feel his bared teeth 
sink into my body. The paralyzing, 
white-hot terror might as well have been 
his claws lacerating my fur. How could I 
have forgotten the awfulness of meeting 
my enemy face to face? How could I 
have wandered so far, wanting to aban-
don all reasonable safety? How could 
temptress spring have succeeded again in 
enticing me? I turned and ran, not know-
ing my fate. 
Inside these walls of safety again, I 
cried and cried. Even now, tears stain 
this paper. If only I could understand this 
juxtaposition of good and evil. If only I 
could have some comprehension of the 
outer world—why it is on the one hand 
so lovely, and on the other hand so 
death-ridden. It is not so much my own 
peril that causes me to weep, but the 
division of my own soul that both lures 
and prevents me from venturing forth. 
All I know is that once more I am 
spared. I have looked death straight in 
the eyes, but been miraculously saved. 
My latest adventure into lusting for the 
enticements of the world is a memory. 
But what will save me from the next 
time, and the next? Oh, Fielding, I need 
answers. Please write. I long for wisdom 
and true freedom. 





Brubaker: Cody Allen, Feb. 17; 
Douglas and Tonda (Hackenberger) 
Brubaker, Cedar Grove congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Buckwalter: Kristen Danae, 
Feb. 14; Dan and Diane (Schwartz) 
Buckwalter. 
Bumbaugh: Garrett Reed, Feb. 
22; Scott and Lori (Grove) Bum-
baugh, Air Hill congregation, Pa. 
Cober: Matthew Jay, Feb. 8; 
Karl and Cynthia Cober, West-
heights congregation, Ont. 
Cowfer: Hannah Cathrine, Feb. 
17; James and Brenda Cowfer, Cross 
Roads congregation, Pa. 
Garis-Davenport: Tia Renee, 
Dec. 6, 1993; Leslie Garis Gerhart, 
New Covenant congregation, Pa. 
Heisey: Valerie Breanne, Mar. 
19, 1993; chosen daughter (Nov. 23, 
1993) of Jim and Gloria (Kipe) 
Heisey, Elizabethtown congregation, 
Pa. 
Hendricks: Zachary Brett, Feb. 
17; Scott and Melissa Hendricks, 
Souderton congregation, Pa. 
Hershberger: Danae Lynn, Feb. 
15; Tim and Lynette (Cober) Her-
shberger, Amherst congregation, 
Ohio. 
Lapp: Kaitlin Rachel, Feb. 20; 
Michael and Kara (Younger) Lapp, 
Manor congregation, Pa. 
North: Sierra Elizabeth, Feb. 8; 
Eric and Lisa (Bream) North, 
Fairview Ave. congregation, Pa. 
Rhoads: Eric Jordan, Jan. 31; 
Charles and Lois (Greenawalt) 
Rhoads, Pequea congregation, Pa. 
Sider: Brett, Feb. 16; Glenn and 
Susan (Dorscho) Sider, Rosebank 
congregation, Ont. 
Smith: Lauren Nicole, Oct. 23, 
Evangelical Visitor 
1993; Barrie and Susan (Clover) 
Smith, West Shore congregation, Pa. 
Timmons: Jenna Irene, Feb. 19; 
Scott and Nancy (Musser) Timmons, 
Air Hill congregation, Pa. 
Wolgemuth: Seth Adam, Feb. 
15; Jesse and Laura Wolgemuth, 
Cross Roads congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Brownlee - Wideman: Velvet 
Joy, daughter of Glen and Jean 
Wideman, Gormley, Ont., and 
Michael James Brownlee, son of 
Clara Mitchell, Oakville, Ont., Jan. 1 
at Heise Hill Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Craig Sider and 
Rev. Isaac Flagg officiating. 
Douple - Heisey: Carla Louise, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Nelson 
Heisey, Manheim, Pa., and Steven 
Kent, son of Mr. and Mrs. R. Kent 
Douple, Ephrata, Pa., Jan. 1, at 
Mount Pleasant Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Jerel Book offici-
ating. 
Glinski - Rencher: Kelly Ann 
Rencher, daughter of Robert and 
Bonnie Rencher, Lynchburg, Va., 
and Jerry Alan Glinski, Jr., son of 
Jerry and Pamela Glinski, Engle-
wood, Ha., Dec. 30, 1993, at First 
Baptist Church with Rev. Keith 
Thomas officiating. 
Harnish - Wile: Michelle S., 
daughter of Kenneth and Susan 
Wile, Mountville, Pa., and Steven 
A., son of Carl and Louise Harnish, 
Lancaster, Pa., Feb. 12, at Manor 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Robert L. Sheetz officiating. 
Main - Dekker: Susan Dekker, 
Wainfleet, Ont., and James Main, 
Wainfleet, Feb. 26, at Wainfleet 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Charles Mashinter officiating. 
Obituaries 
Brechbill: Mary H. Brechbill, 
born Aug. 28, 1902, daughter of 
Ephraim and Mary Moist Brenaman, 
died Feb. 6. Preceding her in death 
was her husband, Abram H. Brech-
bill. She is survived by nieces and 
nephews. She was a retired Brethren 
in Christ missionary and teacher 
who served in Zimbabwe (then 
Southern Rhodesia) from 1929 to 
1955 and 1965 to 1971. She gradu-
ated from the Millersville Normal 
School, Messiah College, and Taylor 
University. She and her husband 
lived for many years in Abilene, 
Kan., where she worked for the 
Women's Mission Prayer Commit-
tee and edited the Challenge. She 
was a member of the Messiah Vil-
lage congregation, Pa., where the 
funeral was held with Rev. J. Robert 
Lehman and Rev. Donald Zook offi-
ciating. Interment was in Grantham 
Memorial Park. 
Buick: Carraugh Buick, born 
May 1984 in Waterloo, Ont., died 
Dec. 21, 1993. Surviving are her 
parents, Samuel and Lori Buick; two 
sisters, Caitlin and Erin; grandpar-
ents, Rev. and Mrs. Robert Rolston, 
and Mrs. Samuel Buick; and a great-
grandmother, Hilda Ramer. Car-
raugh attended the Westheights 
Brethren in Christ Church, Ont., 
where she was used of the Lord 
along with her family in their wit-
ness for Christ. The funeral was at 
Waterloo Pentecostal Church with 
Rev. David Illman and Rev. Michael 
Hannigan officiating. 
Byers: Helen A. Byers, born 
Feb. 24, 1916, daughter of William 
C. and Mary A. Byers, died Jan. 23. 
Surviving are a sister, Mary Jane 
Shisler; and a niece. Helen worked 
at Waynesboro Hospital, retiring in 
1980. She was a member of the Five 
Forks congregation, Pa., where the 
funeral was held with Rev. Wilbur 
Besecker and Rev. H. Ray Kipe offi-
ciating. Interment was in Antrim 
Mennonite Cemetery. 
Caufman: Ada B. Caufman, 
born Mar. 6, 1901, daughter of Jacob 
and Leah (Brechbill) Caufman, died 
Jan. 21. She was preceded in death 
by three sisters and a brother. Sur-
viving is a brother, John Brechbill. 
She had been a resident of Menno-
Haven since 1983, and was a mem-
ber of the Chambersburg congrega-
tion, Pa. The funeral was held at 
Geisel Funeral Home with Rev. 
Kevin Witter and Rev. Charlie Byers 
officiating. Interment was in New 
Guilford Cemetery. 
Eckman: Chester G. Eckman, 
born May 9, 1913, died Feb. 11. Sur-
viving are his wife, Elizabeth 
(Bohen); a son, Gerald; a daughter, 
Gloria; four grandchildren; five 
great-grandchildren; and a sister, Ida 
E. Davis. He was an active member 
of the Upland, Calif., congregation 
where he served as deacon and on 
various boards and committees. He 
lived and was employed at Upland 
Manor. The funeral was held at the 
church with Rev. Walter Winger and 
Rev. Alvin C. Burkholder officiat-
ing. Entombment was in Bellevue 
Mausoleum. 
Gramm: Fannie Gramm, born 
Jan. 27, 1907, in Powell Co., Ky„ 
daughter of Ambrose and Allie Bush 
Bamett, died Jan. 15. Surviving are 
her husband, James Robert Gramm; 
a daughter, Penny Sue Ferranti; two 
grandchildren; and two sisters, 
Loraine Lisle and Mary Joyce Mont-
gomery. She had been affiliated with 
the Highland congregation, Ohio, 
since 1970. The funeral was held at 
Hale-Sarver Funeral Home with 
Rev. Henry Miller officiating. Inter-
ment was in Winchester Cemetery. 
Hock: Lois D. Hock, born Aug. 
22, 1932, in Clarence Center, New 
York, daughter of Albert and Ella 
Neidrauer Davis, died May 29, 
1993. Preceding her in death was a 
son, Jerry. Surviving are her 
hsuband, Ralph Hock; three sons, 
Douglas E., Randall L., and Lyle C ; 
nine grandchildren; four brothers; 
and six sisters. Lois was a prayer 
warrior and strong support to her 
husband in pastoring the Marsh 
Creek congregation, Pa. The funeral 
services were held at the Marsh 
Creek and Green Spring churches 
with Rev. Terry Burton, Bishop 
John Hawbaker, and Rev. Larry 
Strouse officiating. Interment was in 
Cumberland Valley Memorial Gar-
dens. 
Lutz: Helen Lutz, born Oct. 19, 
1911, died Jan. 13. Surviving are her 
husband, Bob Lutz; a son, Ronald; 
four grandchildren; four great-grand-
children; and a sister, Elizabeth 
Demmitt. She was a member of the 
Highland church, Ohio, where she 
taught Sunday school, and cooked. 
She and Bob had 51 foster children 
in their home over a period of 17 
years. The funeral was held at Hale-
Sarver Funeral Home with Rev. 
Henry Miller officiating. Interment 
was in Riverside Cemetery. 
Lynch: Emma K. Lynch, born 
Feb. 23, 1907, daughter of Harvey 
and Anna Swartley Kratz, died Jan. 
23. Preceding her in death were her 
husband, Lamar; a sister, Edna Barg-
er; and a brother, Harold Kratz. Sur-
viving are two sisters, Vida 
Crouthamel and Anna Foulds; and 
nieces and nephews. Emma served 
as librarian of the Souderton church, 
Pa. She had worked in the office of 
Evangelical Ministries. She was a 
member of the Souderton church 
where the funeral was held with 
Rev. Kevin Ryan officiating. Inter-
ment was in Ivy Hill Cemetery. 
Marr: Lloyd Marr, born May 7, 
1911, son of Alem and Nellie Marr, 
died Feb. 2. Preceding him in death 
was his wife, Bessie (Albright) 
Marr; and four brothers, Walter, 
Roy, Horace, and Howard. Surviv-
ing are his wife, Marjorie (Pollard); 
a daughter, Emma Crumb; two 
grandchildren; three great-grand-
children; a sister, Delia Duff; and a 
brother, Gordon. Lloyd served as a 
deacon of the Wainfleet congrega-
tion, Ont., from 1959 to 1965. The 
funeral was held at the church with 
Rev. Charles Mashinter officiating. 
Interment was in Maple Lawn Cem-
etery. 
Rowe: Harry F. Rowe, born Jan. 
31, 1911, in Garrett, Ind., died Feb. 
3. Three brothers preceded him in 
death. Surviving is his wife, Ber-
neice. He was retired from Dana 
Corp. and a U.S. Navy World War U 
veteran. He was a member of the 
Christian Union congregation. The 
funeral service was held at Brazzel 
Funeral Home with Rev. Daryl Cli-
menhaga officiating. Interment was 
in the church cemetery. 
Simon: Mary Elaine Simon, 
born Feb. 14, 1955, died Feb. 15. 
Surviving are her husband, Joseph 
J. Simon; a son, William; her father 
and stepmother, Dean and Millie L. 
Schreffler; two brothers, Ernest and 
Steven; a stepbrother, Douglas Van-
dine; two sisters, Sally A. Frantz and 
Gail S. Hoover; and a stepsister, 
Valerie Arthur. She was an honor 
1973 graduate of Line Mountain 
High School, attended Geisinger 
Nursing School, and was a waitress 
at Hoss's. She was a member of the 
Montoursville congregation, Pa., 
where the funeral was held with 
Rev. Gary Herrfort officiating. Inter-
ment was in Twin Hills Memorial 
Park. 
Stansfleld: Dorothy E. Stans-
field, born Sept. 22, 1921, died Jan. 
16. Surviving are her stepdaughters, 
Carolyn Boyer and Shirley Love; 
and stepsons, Marty and Clare 
Stansfleld. She was a Sunday school 
teacher and board member at the 
Roseglen church, Pa., where she was 
a member. The funeral was held at 
Messiah Village Chapel with Rev. 
Simon Lehman Jr. and Rev. Robert 
Lehman officiating. 
Wolgemuth: Abner Musser 
Wolgemuth, born Mar. 19, 1906, 
son of Hiriam and Martha Wolge-
muth, died Feb. 17. Preceding him in 
death were seven brothers, Micheal, 
Daniel, Hiriam, Christ, Irvin, Eli, 
and Joseph; and a sister, Mary Mar-
tin. Surviving are his wife, Orpha; 
four daughters, Janet, JoAnn Sider, 
Joyce Heisey, and June DePree; a 
son, Dwight L.; a brother, J. Musser; 
and a sister, Martha Lyons. He was 
co-founder of Florin Farms, Inc., one 
of the first egg hatcheries to incu-
bate chicken embryos for pharma-
ceutical use. He was a member of 
the Cross Roads congregation, Pa., 
where he served on the board of 
trustees. He also served on the board 
of Messiah Children's Home and 
Kraybill's Mennonite School. The 
funeral was held at Cross Roads 
with Rev. Dale H. Engle and Rev. 
Jerel L. Book officiating. Interment 
was in the church cemetery. 
Zeigler: Ruth L. Zeigler, born 
May 13, 1927, in Blanchard, Pa., 
died May 27,1993. Surviving is her 
husband, Leroy Zeigler. She was a 
member of the Marsh Creek church, 
Pa. The funeral was held at the W. 
Robert Neff Funeral Home with 
Rev. Ralph Hock officiating. Inter-
ment was in Zion Cemetery. • 
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r)isc'ipleship for the 21st Century 
In the preceding seven columns the 
Board for Brotherhood Concerns has 
presented basic principles of discipleship 
as we see them relevant to the near 
future. Not long ago a concerned observ-
er wondered whether the board had 
ceased dealing with specific issues. The 
answer to that query is no. The present 
column deals with a current issue.—Col-
umn Editor 
Taxes for death? 
The pro-life sentiment which many 
evangelicals strongly espouse and advo-
cate has led some of them to think (and 
express) what was previously an unthink-
able evangelical thought: It may be right 
for Christians to refuse to pay taxes for 
morally unacceptable government activ-
ities. 
The recent stimulus of this thought is 
the movement toward health care reform 
in the United States. Many Christians 
conscientiously opposed to abortion are 
rightly concerned that the reforms even-
tually enacted may include abortion as 
one of the services to be paid for with 
tax dollars. These concerns have been 
heightened by statements by President 
Clinton and his wife, who have explained 
that abortions would be included in the 
"pregnancy related services" covered by 
the proposed benefit package. (Some of 
us may already be participating in pri-
vate health insurance plans which offer 





In preparation for MCC's 75th 
Anniversary in 1995, MCC is 
developing a data base of those 
who have served with MCC at any 
time in its history. A postcard has 
been inserted in this issue for 
MCC alumni to report their current 
address. If the post card is miss-
ing, please contact MCC, P.O. 
Box 500, Akron, PA 17501-0500. 
The prospect of tax-supported bene-
fits for abortions has sparked major 
efforts by evangelical groups to exclude 
abortion from any national health plan. 
The Associated Press reported in Febru-
ary 1994 that the Christian Coalition was 
beginning the distribution of 32 million 
postcards urging evangelicals to lobby 
Congress to exclude abortion. AP also 
reported that the Southern Baptist Con-
vention has already made it clear that the 
abortion issue overshadows all others in 
the health care debate. Rev. Richard 
Land, head of the Christian Life Com-
mission of the SBC, was quoted as say-
ing, "Our faith conviction is that abor-
tion is the taking of human life, and we 
should not be compelled by taking of our 
tax money to support that which is moral-
ly repugnant." 
Some of us who have long been con-
scientiously opposed to war have for 
years been troubled by the fact that a 
large portion of our Federal taxes has 
gone to fund activity which we find 
morally repugnant, as we evaluate war in 
the light of the teachings of Jesus. Some 
few have refused to pay that portion of 
their Federal tax obligation. Others have 
not taken that step, but have favored the 
creation by government of a tax alterna-
tive, the World Peace Tax Fund (WPTF). 
The Brethren in Christ Church is one of 
the bodies formally approving the cre-
ation of the WPTF (General Conference 
Minutes 1982, p. 118). 
In the context of discussions about 
conscientious objection to war and pay-
ing for war, this author has frequently 
heard Christians disapprove tax resistance 
to war. "Render unto Caesar..." has been 
the oft-heard admonition from evangeli-
cals who insisted that obeying Jesus meant 
paying Caesar's taxes. 
It is heartening to notice that evangel-
icals previously closed to the idea of tax 
resistance are now recognizing the need 
to evaluate just what it is that Caesar 
plans to do with our taxes. We affirm 
these sisters and brothers in their opposi-
tion to abortion. We applaud their objec-
tion to the use of tax monies for the tak-
ing of human life. 
The moment is right for a coalition of 
Christians who conscientiously oppose 
both war and abortion. Both evils yield 
destruction of life. There is scriptural 
rationale for rejecting both. Can we 
Christians rise above our political polar-
ization to declare both morally repug-
nant? Mother Teresa of Calcutta recently 
focused the issue by asking a Washing-
ton, D.C., prayer breakfast audience, 
including President Clinton and other 
high officials: If we say it's all right for a 
mother to kill her baby, how can we tell 
anybody in the world it's wrong to kill 
each other? 
The anti-war and anti-abortion Chris-
tians should not be on opposite poles of 
the political spectrum. Both movements 
are expressions of Christian pro-life com-
mitment. They should be together, coop-
erating in societal influence and political 
discourse. Dr. Ronald J. Sider expresses 
this concept in his book Completely Pro-
Life. 
The union of Christian pacifism and 
Christian opposition to abortion has 
already begun. Sojourners magazine es-
poused both emphases in 1981. Ron 
Sider's organization, Evangelicals for 
Social Action, articulates a vision which 
combines the two. It is now time for the 
joining of the two pro-life emphases in 
the hearts and moral convictions and 
social influence of individual Christians. 
As that happens, there will follow a great 
coming together in a movement of Chris-
tians committed to a completely pro-life 
agenda. 
Such a movement will transcend 
denominational categories. It will super-
sede political labels and stereotypes. It 
would represent a great revival of disci-
pleship among evangelicals of all stripes. 
It would be a consistent expression of the 
belief that human life, made in the image 
of God, is to be respected, cherished, and 
protected from its inception to its termi-
nus. Strengthened by the joining of two 
previously separate streams, and fortified 
by the consistency of a completely pro-
life message, the proposed coalition 
would be a more potent voice to influence 
governmental decisions regarding use of 
tax revenues, and a stronger protest when 
Caesar uses taxes to pay for death. 
Could such a movement happen? 
Amen, Lord, let it be so! 
By Dr. Samuel M. Brubaker, for the Board 
for Brotherhood Concerns. 




Students serve on spring break 
Come spring break, students usually 
need a break. That's why students all over 
America head off to the beaches as a time 
to escape the rigors of academia. Yet 
some students choose a different path, 
and this year a group of approximately 
120 Messiah students went on spring 
break service projects the week of March 
14. 
Students volunteered to take a week of 
their free time to serve instead of relax. 
Ten teams went out to locations such as 
Philadelphia, New York City, Newark, 
New Jersey, Kentucky, Tennessee, and 
Mississippi. The students were involved 
in some type of work—painting con-
struction, maintenance, tutoring, etc.— 
either on the ministry sites or in the sur-
rounding community. Two fundraisers, a 
skip-a-meal day and a sub sale, helped 
the students pay for their trips. 
Along with the work, students will 
have opportunity to concentrate on min-
istry aspect of the projects, such as street 
witnessing and Bible clubs. The primary 
focus of the trip is to spread the love and 
hope of Christ. To emphasize this, as with 
last year, a commissioning service was 
held to accentuate these students being 
sent out as disciples of Christ. 
Volunteer service center 
President Clinton's vision for service 
is being demonstrated in Pennsylvania 
through the Pennsylvania Service Corps 
and its message of community involve-
ment. As a part of this sort of Pennsylva-
nia "Peace Corps," corps members are 
trained to become leaders in the commu-
nity service field and are stationed at 
locations throughout the commonwealth. 
At Messiah College, corps member Jason 
Webb holds the title of director of the 
new volunteer service center. 
Webb, a 1993 high school graduate, 
wanted to take a year off before heading 
to college. While browsing through the 
paper he found an advertisement for the 
Pennsylvania Service Corps. Having been 
involved with community service groups 
in high school, he thought he would see 
what they had to offer. 
Through the service corps, Jason was 
Commencement speaker 
The 84th Annual Messiah College commencement 
will feature Dr. Os Guinness as its speaker. A speak-
er and writer living in Northern Virginia, Dr. Guinness 
was educated in England where he did undergraduate 
studies at the University of London, and postgraduate 
studies at the University of Oxford. 
He has written numerous books. His latest is Fit 
Bodies, Fat Minds: Why Evangelicals Don't Think 
(Baker, 1993). His next book will be on the subject of 
vocation. Since 1984, he has lived in the Washington, 
D.C. area, and is currently a Director of the Trinity 
Forum, a seminar-style forum for senior executives 
and political leaders that engages the leading ideas of 
our day in the context of faith. 
Dr. Guinness's deep concern is to bridge the chasm between academic knowledge 
and popular knowledge, taking things that are academically important and making 
them intelligible and practicable to a wider audience, especially as they concern mat-
ters of public policy. 
placed at Messiah College in their new 
service center. It just so happens that 
Jason's father, Ronald Webb, is a pro-
fessor of business at the college. The 
elder Webb felt Jason's placement at 
Messiah was providential. "Jason is get-
ting a great deal of experience. It's a lot 
of responsibility, but he is doing well and 
I'm happy for him," Webb said. 
As director, Jason works as a clear-
inghouse on campus for volunteer oppor-
tunities, placing students in positions of 
service throughout the area. Webb also 
works in conjunction with Messiah's 
Campus Ministries office and the Service 
Learning Program. In his position, Jason 
is at the heartbeat of service going on at 
Messiah. 
As a corps member, Jason was trained 
to become a leader in the community ser-
vice field. An initial week-long training 
session, followed by two days of training 
in Philadelphia each month, have helped 
prepare Jason to serve as an expert in the 
service arena. 
"Community service, in some way, 
will always be a part of what I do," 
claims Webb, who will be leaving his 
position at Messiah to enter college full-
time next fall. The corps has a three-part 
mission which includes building leaders 
with a lifelong commitment to communi-
ty service, empowering organizations to 
meet social needs through community 
service, and linking service organizations 
for better communication. 
Webb is currently working on several 
projects including an all-day campus-
wide service project, a shoe drive, and 
assistance with a family retreat for the 
Carlisle Army Barracks Officers Chris-
tian Fellowship. 
Though a few corps members have 
been placed in the Harrisburg area, Mes-
siah is only one of six schools to be 
included in this program in the central 
part of the state. Messiah has contacted 
over 100 organizations who could poten-
tially use student volunteers. So far, over 
50 students have participated in some sort 
of community service activity this year. 
"Fantastic" and "tremendous" were 
the words Webb used to describe his 
experience with the corps this far. It is his 
goal that other students will get involved 
with service and feel this same way. 
National bereavement 
teleconference held on campus 
"Living with Grief: Personally and 
Professionally," an interactive national 
bereavement teleconference, was held at 
Messiah College on March 31. This pro-
fessional development program was 
specifically designed for the full spec-
trum of caregivers—professionals, vol-
unteers, students and family members— 
and other interested persons. 
The teleconference program addressed 
an array of bereavement issues, assisting 
participants in dealing with both the grief 
of persons they care for and their own 
grief. Cokie Roberts, special correspon-
dent for NPR and ABC news, served as 
moderator. The program featured a dis-
tinguished panel of bereavement educa-
tors: Dr. Kenneth Doka, Dr. Therese 
Rando, Dr. Sandra Bertman, Dr. William 
Worden, and Dr. Ellen Zinner. 
The "Living with Grief teleconfer-
ence was made possible by the Hospice 
Foundation in cooperation with the Fetzer 
Institute and the Association for Death 
Education and Counseling. • 
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Dear Onesimus, 
Your letter came across my desk this 
week. You see I am a postal worker for 
our local government. I work in the dam-
aged letter department, therefore I had to 
read your letter before putting it back 
together to send it on to Paul. Please be 
assured that your repaired letter is on the 
way. Maybe the present letter carrier will 
not fall this time. 
I must agree that your conclusion 
regarding non-theological sermons is 
accurate. Pablum and bland cardboard 
are only so nutritious. Oh, for a piece of 
meat, even a piece of gristle to chew on 
and last one day past the sabbath. 
A Drama of Love, written 
by Judith Mullet, special 
education professor at Eastern 
Mennonite College (EMC) and 
Paula Snyder, EMC graduate, 
this booklet contains a basic 
overview of integrating persons 
with learning difference into 
the classes along with helpful 




Disability Services of MCC U.S. 
2160 Lincoln Highway East 
Lancaster, PA 17602-1150 
717-293-7125 
Mental Health & Disability 
Program of MCC Canada 
134 Plaza Drive 
Winnipeg, MB R3T 5K9 
204-261-6381 
Price: $1.00 U.S., $1.20 
Canadian (30 percent 
discount on orders of 10 
or more). 
As I recall, our brother Matthew 
(20:26) said something about elders being 
servants. The CEO model you mention 
troubles me. I see little or perhaps nothing 
in Jesus that resembles a CEO. He cer-
tainly did not fire or replace his board. 
Quite the opposite. Even though he knew 
Judas's heart, he kept him on the board 
and loved him to the end. 
If fed baby food, we act like babies. I 
am told it will be called sibling rivalry. 
Even our late Bro. Peter said "I can't help 
but proclaim what I have seen and heard" 
(Acts 4:20). We can't proclaim some-
thing we do not have. 
Oh, to die a death of coronary heart 
disease from too much meat, if that is 
possible. 
Karl M. Hess 
Lancaster, Pa. 
[In response to a letter informing her 
that a friend had given her a gift renew-
al of the Visitor] ...I am very grateful to 
Mary for the Visitor and have told her 
how much it means to me. The articles 
are very helpful in helping me understand 
the Bible better as I am a fairly new con-
vert, three and a half years. 
I get much insight from articles such 
as Chuck Colson and other life-experi-
enced people. "The Ties That Bind" 
(February "Money Matters") help one to 
understand what is spiritually valuable 
and what is not. Onesimus is inspiring 
and A. Nony Mouse is, may I say, enjoy-
able? The editorials reveal things that we 
know but bring those same things closer 
to home. After I read the Visitor I pass it 
along and then it is passed along in the 
hope that someone will find a sanctuary 
in the arms of the Lord. Thank all of you 
for a wonderful magazine. May God 
bless each of you. 
Violet Feather 
Manheim, Pa. 
The February issue of the Visitor was 
of great interest to me, especially because 
of the numerous items relating to MCC 
and SELFHELP Crafts in particular. 
As volunteers at SELFHELP Crafts, 
we feel privileged to represent the Breth-
ren in Christ in this positive and practical 
ministry. 
We as a brotherhood have had many 
involvements with MCC over the years. 
However, we find many of our brothers 
and sisters who seem to know very little 
about the work that MCC is doing. 
Let me encourage us as a peace 
church, a church with a social conscience, 
to be better informed and more involved. 
Hubert L. Stem 
Akron, Pa. 
Mennonite Central Committee is recruiting participants 
for three Youth Discovery Teams. 
• A singing team with Colombia will run December 1994 to May 
1995. Applicants must be 18-24, Hispanic, speak Spanish, be U.S. cit-
izens and strong singers. Non-Hispanic Spanish speakers will be con-
sidered after June 15, 1994. 
• A singing team with the Zambia Brethren in Christ Church will 
run January 1995 to August 1995. Applicants must be 18-24 and 
strong singers. 
• A team on peace and conflict with India and Indonesia will run 
January 1995 to August 1995. Applicants must be 22-28, Canadian, 
and interested in peace studies. 
Applications for all teams are due June 15, 1994. Contact MCC 
Canada, 134 Plaza Drive, Winnipeg MB R3T 5K9, phone 204-261-
6381, or MCC, P.O. Box 500, Akron PA 17501-0500, phone 717-
859-1151. 
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Dear Paul, 
It is now early April, and when I think 
about you these days I become a little 
worried. The reason for my concern has 
to do with a local tradition known as 
April Fool's Day. Most of us attempt to 
play harmless tricks on friends and rela-
tives. The main purpose being to enjoy a 
laugh or two. 
You, however, are so intense. You 
strike me as an "A type" personality. I 
realize that your calling and work for our 
Lord is vitally important, but you really 
should relax more. I cannot remember 
hearing you laugh while I stayed with 
you. Perhaps I frighten you with my less 
than serious outlook on life, but I honest-
ly believe that Christians need to laugh 
more. 
Right there rests a problem. When I 
think about our faith, it certainly seems as 
though many believers think there is little 
or no room for laughter. When I think 
about the basic tenets of the faith, adjec-
tives such as "funny" and "humorous" 
do not immediately pop to mind. Our reli-
gion, after all, deals with subjects like the 
sinful nature of humanity and how God 
deals with our rebellion through the suf-
ferings of Jesus. I readily concede these 
are not topics about which one should 
joke. 
Yet when we move away from the 
basics of the faith to the personality of 
God, I find it almost impossible to believe 
that God didn't or doesn't find amuse-
ment in the world. Just think about the 
"things" which God created. Some of 
those animals look bizarre (I give you the 
platypus as a case in point) and they 
behave even more, strangely. (Why do 
chickadees spend the better part of their 
lives hanging around upside down? That 
must result in a very strange view of the 
world.) Moreover, among my most light-
hearted moments are the times my child, 
in all innocence, says or does something 
riddled with humor. And recall how God 
decided to act in the world. God doesn't 
select the biggest, strongest, and wisest to 
accomplish his tasks. Instead, God uses 
the small, weak, and average to perform 
miracles in our midst. This is known as 
"incongruity," and that is a fundamental 
element of what makes people laugh. 
Moreover, I am convinced that Jesus 
had a sense of humor. Many of his para-
bles are structured around an ironic twist. 
Do we realize that irony is a type of 
"humor"? Some scholars, like the pious 
Quaker writer Elton Trueblood, have 
noticed this trait in Jesus' teaching. I 
often wonder how we can regularly miss 
the more blatantly absurd images which 
Jesus employed. Trueblood, in the open-
ing to his text, The Humor of Christ, 
relates what motivated him to explore the 
topic of Jesus' sense of humor. He writes 
that during family devotions focusing on 
Matthew 7:1-5, his young son burst out 
laughing. The imagery of a person with a 
log in his eye attempting to assist anoth-
er suffering from a speck in the eye was 
wonderfully funny to the child. Unfortu-
nately, our "mature" adult approaches to 
the Bible hinder accurate and an occa-
sional obvious understanding of the 
Word. 
Surely there is a dangerous side to 
humor. Often it is employed as a destruc-
tive "defense mechanism." A person 
sensing his own inadequacy singles out 
another person or group for ridicule. The 
warped logic lurking behind many racial, 
religious, and sexist jokes follows this 
line of thinking. If a group of people or a 
"friend" in a close-knit group can be held 
up for humiliation, then everyone else is 
better by comparison. That isn't humor. 
That's sick. 
Obviously my experience is limited. I 
don't know everything there is to know, 
and I certainly don't know about the inti-
mate life of every Christian congrega-
tion. Still, I wonder if our fellowships 
adequately encourage and facilitate 
laughter. I suspect not. What kind of 
argumentation would it take to allow us 
to do this? If God and Jesus could do it, 
shouldn't we? And while humor can be 
dangerous in that it might be abusive or 
detract us from the seriousness of life, 
still I am convinced even Christians need 
to laugh. 
Grace be with you, 
Onesimus 








June 5, 1994 
3:00 p.m. 
David Hall will preach. 
David Yoder will lead singing. 
For more information, contact 
Isaiah B. Harley, 561 Messiah Village, 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055. 
Director of Social Services and Admissions 
Messiah Village is seeking a hands-on individual to direct the social services 
department and coordinate admissions in all levels of living in our retirement com-
munity of 750 persons. 
This individual should have a Master of Social Work and three to five years 
experience in a geriatric or related field. The successful candidate must possess 
strong leadership abilities, good interpersonal skills, a firm commitment to pro-
viding quality care, and must be a mature Christian. Responsibilities include the 
supervision of a staff of six, close working relationship with nursing supervisors, 
meeting with prospective residents and families, facilitation of support groups and 
chairing the admissions committee. 
We provide an excellent wage and benefit package. Position available in 
April/May. 
For your consideration, send resume to George Kibler, Messiah Village, P.O. 
Box 2015, Mechanicsburg PA 17055-2015. For more information call (717) 697-
4666, extension 400. 




by John A. Byers 
Matt was excited. His favorite 
hockey player was in town, and he was 
about to get his autograph. Clutching 
his five dollars tightly, he chattered 
non-stop as the line crept towards the 
place where his hero sat signing auto-
graphs. Soon he would be before him. 
We can change the scenario but 
adults, as well as children, like to be 
with celebrities. Some mystique drives 
us to spend money, stand in long lines 
and endure inconvenience just to have 
been there. There is power in a pres-
ence. 
Our scientific, concrete, rational 
society discourages thoughts about an 
invisible presence. Yet the reality of 
God's presence is a truth of significant 
value for the church. 
A careful review of Scripture shows 
that good things happen when God is 
in the midst of his people. Jacob found 
confidence for a long journey (Genesis 
28). The Israelites were more than a 
group wandering in the Sinai desert 
because of the presence of God. God's 
presence melted kings' hearts in fear 
and brought victory. 
The New Testament continues the 
report on the power of God's presence. 
It led the wise men to the stable. It 
kept the disciples focused. In John 21 
they had decided to return to fishing. 
Then Jesus showed up and disciple-
ship was again their mission. The 
presence of God warmed the hearts of 
the men from Emmaus. People took 
note when the disciples had been with 
Jesus. 
God's presence is available to all 
believers. Jesus promised that wher-
ever people come together in his 
name, he will be there (Matthew 
18:20). He announced that the purpose 
of his presence is empowerment 
(Matthew 28:20). The reality of that 
statement is seen at Pentecost when 
the church exploded out onto the 
streets and from there to around the 
world. 
One wonders why there is not more 
experiencing of that powerful pres-
ence. Christians talk about it. They 
pray for it to occur, but little happens. 
The presence of God continues to 
manifest itself. It is limited only by 
our failure to invite God to operate in 
our lives. 
God's dialogue with Moses in Exo-
dus 33:1-6 and 12-17 reveals two 
truths about the presence of God. First, 
God wants to be with us. Rather than 
hope to receive an invitation, we are 
the inviter. A first reading makes it 
seem like God is arguing with Moses. 
What God is really seeking is an invi-
tation from Moses to go with them. 
Moses said, "God, you have to go with 
us." God said, "Thanks for asking. I 
want to go along." 
That is so different from any other 
sought-after presence. With celebri-
ties, we hope for an invitation. God is 
saying, "I want to be with you. Do you 
want me?" That difference may be the 
reason we often miss the blessing of 
God's presence. 
If you need convincing, read on to 
Exodus 33:18 where Moses asks to see 
God's glory. That's really getting close 
to God's presence. God had to make 
some adaptations for that to happen. 
(Full exposure would have resulted in 
death.) But God made the adjustment 
for he wanted to be with Moses. 
The second truth relates to sensing 
those "moments of opportunity" to be 
touched by the presence of God. They 
are opportunities we create. 
Brother Lawrence was a monk 
whose life evidenced the presence of 
God even when he was doing the 
dreaded kitchen duty. Someone asked 
how he kept his serenity. He replied 
that he "practiced the presence." He 
looked for ways to sense God. He 
fixed his mind on passages of Scrip-
ture. He sought to see God at work in 
all he did. 
We can do the same. If we are to 
experience the presence of God, we 
must also invite him. 
There are two ways Moses invited 
God's presence. In Exodus 33:7 and 
following, he went into the tent of 
meeting. The tent was where the taber-
nacle rested. It was outside the camp 
and required a definite decision to go 
there. In our sound-byte age, 60-sec-
ond devotions, and quick worship 
experiences, we need similar times to 
encounter God. Otherwise, his pres-
ence is distorted by the "sounds of liv-
ing." 
The same principle applies to God's 
command that Israel take off their 
ornaments. It was jewelry that the 
Israelites used to make the golden calf 
in chapter 32. "Golden calves" destroy 
the presence of God. It is possible for 
legitimate things such as job, educa-
tion, or family to keep us from experi-
encing God's presence. When those 
legitimate things become hindrances 
to experiencing God's presence, they 
have to change. 
People long to be around the pres-
ence of God. It is the church's greatest 
evidence that Christ makes a differ-
ence. A newly-converted mother was 
greeted by a 10-year-old daughter 
with, "Mom, your eyes." The joy of 
her salvation showed on her face. She 
had invited God's presence to be with 
her. 
We long for a fresh demonstration 
indicating that God is in our midst. 
God is here because he promised. Yet 
we wonder what more can be done. 
Invite him. He awaits us to request the 
honor of his presence in all that we 
do. Then the world will know that we 
have been with Jesus. 
John A. Byers is 
Director of Bishops 
for the Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
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Getting ready for General Conference—Part 1 
The Board of Administration (BOA) and the General 
Church Leaders have been busy during the past two years 
reviewing denominational administration. One of the major 
issues: how many bishops do we need? 
A March 16 announcement released by the General 
Church Leaders [with corresponding Visitor articles iden-
tified in brackets] reports the current position of the BOA 
on this question: 
In September 1993 the Board of Administration 
(BOA) decided the Brethren in Christ Church can be 
adequately served by five bishops. This provides oppor-
tunity for fair distribution of workload when factors 
like geographic spread, strength, and size of congrega-
tions were considered. Financially this was discerned to 
be a wise move. This concept was shared in the 23 dia-
logue meetings across Canada and the United States. 
[See October 1993 Visitor, p. 26.] 
In February 1994, BOA made a decision to continue 
with six bishops. [See March 1994 Visitor, p. 18.] Sub-
sequently a new statistic became available. For the first 
time in 30 years, total congregational giving decreased, 
dropping by more than one million dollars between 
1992 and 1993. In addition to the serious financial 
crunch, the earlier principles of a fair workload respon-
sibility and adequate bishops to serve our congrega-
tions reinforced the wisdom of BOA's September deci-
sion. Hence, on March 10, 1994, BOA unanimously 
decided to endorse the principle of five bishops. 
Two options will be presented to General Confer-
ence: (a) five bishops administering the present eight 
conferences; (b) five bishops administering five region-
al conferences. These details will be mailed to all pas-
tors. Updated information will be shared with the 
regional annual meetings and will be in the General 
Conference Agenda. 
We seek your prayers for a polity that helps fulfill our 
purpose and focus on our priorities. 
The Board of Administration has struggled long and 
hard with this difficult and important issue. Board members 
and General Church Leaders have tried to develop a plan 
for appropriate, affordable administration which would 
meet the needs of the total church. At the same time they 
sought to respond to grassroots input, which generally rep-
resented regional perspectives. 
Although other factors enter in, money (actually, the 
lack of money) is the principal driving force behind these 
decisions. In recent years, we Brethren in Christ have been 
giving less money (in percentage of total giving) to denom-
inational ministries such as the support of our bishops, the 
work of the Board for Congregational Life, and world mis-
sions. Instead, we have been keeping a higher percentage 
of our giving closer home—in our congregational and 
regional ministries. 
Now comes the disturbing news that total giving with-
in the Brethren in Christ Church in 1993 dropped more 
than one million dollars when compared to 1992. And who 
is responsible for those giving decisions? You and I, week 
by week, as we give our offerings to the work of the local 
church and Cooperative Ministries. 
How do we explain these funding patterns? Some sug-
gest we are catching the vision for increased local ministry, 
which requires additional funds for facilities and program. 
Others fear we continue to be committed to ministry 
beyond the local congregation, but are sending our funds to 
non-Brethren in Christ organizations. Clearly we need 
more research. It would be foolhardy to jump to premature 
conclusions. We do know, however, that many other 
denominations report similar trends in giving. 
We look forward to seeing BOA's final recommenda-
tions as they become available before General Confer-
ence. In a future editorial, we'll take a look at other rec-
ommendations, including the proposal to dismantle three 
denominational boards—Evangelism and Church Plant-
ing, Congregational Life, and Brotherhood Concerns. (If 
you are one of those readers who don't get excited about 
denominational structures, I promise there will be articles 
on other subjects in the Visitor as well.) G 
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In his great mercy God has 
given us new birth into a 
living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead. 
Praise be to the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his 
great mercy he has given us new 
birth into a living hope through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, and into an 
inheritance that can never 
perish, spoil or fade—kept in 
heaven for you, who through 
faith are shielded by God's 
power until the coming of the 
salvation that is ready to be 
revealed in the last time. 
In this you greatly rejoice, 
though now for a little while 
you may have had to suffer grief 
in all kinds of trials. These have 
come so that your faith—of 
greater worth than gold, which 
perishes even though refined by 
fire—may be proved genuine 
and may result in praise, glory 
and honor when Jesus Christ is 
revealed. Though you have not 
seen him, you love him; and 
even though you do not see him 
now, you believe in him and are 
filled with an inexpressible 
and glorious joy, for you are 
receiving the goal of your faith, 
the salvation of your souls. 
1 Peter 1:3-9 
